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While we are waiting in anticipation for the start of the Missouri legislative session and how this 
year’s session may impact Missouri Social Studies, we are seeing some things to be concerned 
about at the national level.  The NCSS Advocacy Center pushed out a memo to members on 
Tuesday November 28th outlining the concerns we have as an organization about H.R. 1: The 
Tax Cut and Jobs Act.  H.R. 1 would repeal the tax exemptions given to many graduate 
students for tuition waivers which are a key component to the affordability of graduate school for 
many students of social studies and social studies education.  As the memo from NCSS 
Executive Director, Lawrence Paska states, “Graduate students are vital to the mission of 
institutions of higher education and our schools and colleges of education. They are instructors, 
research assistants, colleagues, and the future of our profession. Removing tax exemptions for 
tuition waivers serves as a financial barrier for entry to the academic field of social studies 
education, in particular for talented students already underrepresented in higher education. The 
potential loss of intellectual and human capital in social studies graduate education programs 
will impact the quality of undergraduate teacher education programs, innovation in our field, and 
inevitably, the quality of K-12 social studies education.”  Please make every effort to reach out 
to your legislators or consider using the NCSS platform for sending your legislator an email 
outlining your concerns about the impact of H.R. 1 on the educational opportunities for our 
graduate students. NCSS Action Center 
 
Legislative Resource of the Quarter: It’s seminar application time and numerous organizations 
around the country offer almost free travel for extra content knowledge and networking 
possibilities for the Summer of 2018.  Consider these opportunities below: 
 
Bill of Rights Institute-The Bill of Rights Institute is offering two great week-long Founders 
Fellowship Programs in Washington D.C. featuring two different topics each summer. This 
summer they are featuring a week on Manifest Destiny (July 9-13, 2018) and a week of 
Presidential Powers (July 23-27, 2018).  
 
Supreme Court Institute for Teachers-A week long institute (June 14-19 or June 21-26, 2018) 
from Street Law held in Washington DC.  Application deadline is March 12, 2018. 
 
American Bar Summer Institute for Teachers-A week long institute (June 24-29) entitled 
“Federal Trials and Great Debates in US History.”  2018 Case studies will include: Ex Parte 
Merryman, The Rosenberg Trial, The Flag Salute Cases. Application deadline is March 2, 2018. 
 
 
 

https://www.socialstudies.org/advocacy/actioncenter?vvsrc=%2fCampaigns%2f55496%2fRespond
http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/educate/educator-programs-events/foundersfellowship/
http://streetlaw.org/en/programs/Program/10/Supreme_Court_Summer_Institute_for_Teachers
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/summer_institute_for_teachers.html

