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The President’s Corner
By Brian Anton
MCSS President

We hope that this issue of The Horizon finds you 
well and feeling a bit more settled into the school 
year than you were two short months ago. If you 
all feel the same that I do, I know that the first 
quarter of school flew by due to all of the 
craziness of our current situation.  We know that 
teachers are all in different places right now with 
some in a physical school, some in hybrid, and 
some completely online, but we are all facing new 
challenges that we have not faced in our careers 
before.

While all of this has been going on, the MCSS 
board has continued to work to support you as 
teachers in various ways.  We have made a 
decision to move the conference to an 
asynchronous online format for the year and we 
hope that it provides opportunities for many voices 
to be heard and shared to educators not only in 
the state of Missouri but also across the country.  
This is a unique opportunity for Missouri educators 
to share beyond our borders and is one reason 
that we decided to forge on with this format..
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We have also been discussing many topics with DESE and they are 
currently in the process of developing priority standards for each of the 
core subjects.  They are asking for feedback from all stakeholders 
pertaining to the document.  They have also pushed out the MO LEAP 
blocks, which I think if you look into providing opportunities for 
teachers to implement rich sources and lessons that push for 
higher-order learning.  As Dixie Grupe, the social studies coordinator 
at DESE continues to reiterate, in the hands of creative educators, 
these will be a valuable resource that prepares our students with 
thinking skills to help them be successful as they move forward not 
only in social studies classrooms but beyond.

We hope that this issue provides you with a bit of information to help 
you in these times and provides some valuable tools and resources to 
assist you.

Respectfully,

Brian Anton
MCSS President
Twitter:  @briankanton
Email:  anton6984@gmail.com
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Dear MCSS Community:

I am not going to recollect or rehash all things COVID. Educators around the world are stepping up to do what 
we always do and that is teaching kids and making school a place where relationships matter. I am actually 
writing this letter on October 5th, World Teachers’ Day. The theme is “Teachers: Leading in crisis, reimagining 
the future”. Here is the joint statement from Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO, Guy Ryder, 
Director-General, International Labour Organization, Henrietta H. Fore, Executive Director, UNICEF, David 
Edwards, General Secretary, Education International on the occasion of World Teachers’ Day 2020:

"In this crisis, teachers have shown, as they have done so often, great leadership and innovation in ensuring 
that #LearningNeverStops, that no learner is left behind. Around the world, they have worked individually and 
collectively to find solutions and create new learning environments for their students to allow education to 
continue. Their role advising on school reopening plans and supporting students with the return to school is just 
as important.”

As I talk to teachers all over the state of Missouri, and my teaching friends around the world, the effort and 
dedication to students is readily apparent. Now on to some exciting news.

MCSS has made the decision to take our conference all virtual in 2021. It just makes practical sense with all the 
uncertainty surrounding the school year. With that being said, the more the board talked about the virtual 
format, the more excited we became! I think this is going to be a fantastic event. At this time, providing 
professional development and ideas for a virtual classroom are more important than ever. There will be NO 
REGISTRATION FEE for this event! All content will be provided to the membership at no charge. Due to the 
current conditions throughout the state, MCSS looked for a low overhead option that could provide valuable PD 
content to social studies educators at no cost. I genuinely believe you will find valuable content to fill your 
teacher toolbox.
Here are some highlights:

● The MCSS Virtual Conference will be largely asynchronous and the content will be provided by a 
multiple use of sources. Those include:

○ Social Studies teachers around the state
○ Museums 
○ University Professors
○ Vendors 
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● The content will be video recorded and evaluated by the MCSS staff just like any other year.
● Videos will be posted on the MCSS website for you to watch whenever you choose with a Friday, 

February 19th roll out.
● The Top 50 proposals will be listed on the MCSS website.
● The length of the presentations will be divided into three categories:

○ Splash Sessions: Less than 15 minutes that focus on a particular piece of pedagogy or content
○ Power Sessions: 15-30 minute sessions that provide a specific theme with more detail.
○ Bam Sessions: These are 30-50 minute sessions that walk educators through multiple pieces of 

a particular topic or theme.
● MCSS encourages submissions to all areas of social studies beyond traditional World and American 

History topics. Here are some examples:
○ Psychology
○ Sociology
○ Economics
○ African American Studies
○  Model United Nations
○ Latin American Studies
○ Non-Western Studies
○ Geography
○ Personal Finance
○ AP Courses

Of course, this is just a sample of topics and MCSS would welcome other ideas as well.
● We really want Elementary Educators to submit entries that focus on how you teach social studies 

content in the classroom.
● MCSS Trivia Night will still be a go! Derek Frieling is putting together a phenomenal virtual event you will 

not want to miss. More detail to come on that.
● To submit a proposal go to http://tiny.cc/MCSS2021

Be looking for additional information in your inbox about the conference and submissions. We think this is going 
to be a great opportunity to showcase the great educators around the state and help us all become stronger 
educators.

Take care and stay safe.

Best regards,

Dr. Rhett Oldham

H O R I Z O N  Q U A R T E R L Y 
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Letter from the Past President
By Jeff Benes

Letter from the Past President:

Thank you for taking the time to follow up with the Social Studies field.  If you are reading this, then 
I applaud you, and I appreciate your dedication. In this time, I have not met a single teacher that is 
not feeling the weight on their shoulders, and so I would not begrudge a single cut corner.  If you 
are taking the time to read this, I congratulate you!

If you truly are ready to take the next step, please, consider joining our state organization. We hope 
you consider putting your name in the hat, and choose to run for a position on the Missouri Council 
for the Social Studies Board. We are all volunteer, we meet no more than four times a year, and we 
care deeply for the Social Studies. I have been a member of the Board since 2014, and the 
opportunities that have arisen from my association with the Board are incredible.  THe opportunity 
to meet people from around the state, to work with leaders in our field, to inspire others. I hope you 
think hard about joining the Board. I know this is a time when many of us are struggling to find the 
path to the future, it is hard to think about another volunteer opportunity. The rewards here are 
amazing. I cannot speak highly enough of this opportunity. 

What does it take to run for the Board?  Simply follow the link to sign up. 
https://www.mosocialstudies.com/elections  Elections will follow this winter. We truly hope to see 
you consider joining our ranks. The opportunities abound and the rewards are amazing. 

 
Peace, 
Jeff Benes
Past President
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Notice of Elections

The Missouri Council for the Social Studies Board of Directors will have the Board positions listed 
below open for reelection in January of 2021. Please review the details of the position, forecast 
your ability to commit to the position, and please consider running for a position on the Board.

The Board meets approximately four times a year, generally in the Jefferson City area, on 
Saturdays, traditionally. The expectation is also for Board members to attend the Annual 
Conference, traditionally in late winter, and in different locations around the state, at the member’s 
cost. The Board has explored virtual meetings and does a lot of work via the internet, but 
organizational bylaws require in-person meetings three times a year. The Board is a volunteer 
position and can be very time-consuming. This job requires time and passion, but the work can be 
incredibly rewarding. 

President Elect  is responsible for planning two conferences in the late winter.

Regional Delegates shall assist by sitting on committees, representing their geographic regions 
(as designated by their school’s zip code). They may also be tapped to assist in planning regional 
conferences. These positions will be a two-year term. All three regions will have one delegate 
position open for election each year: 

63 Delegate -- 64 Delegate -- 65 Delegate

Delegate At Large is open to any member, regardless of region, and serves a three-year term.

Vice President of Publications is chiefly responsible for compiling articles to be used in our 
quarterly publication, Horizon, and then creating the final document for distribution to our 
membership.

Please consider joining the Board and being a part of Social Studies in Missouri. 
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Ideas for Speedy Online Grading

By Jessica Barnes

As teachers across the state are instructing in virtual formats, for the first time for many, it can feel overwhelming.  Let 
me rephrase.  It IS overwhelming.  Many educators are also in charge of not only having virtual but synchronous 
seated lessons as well.  It’s like being a first year teacher again… but on steroids.  And for you first year teachers out 
there… ask for help.  You are NOT an island, and we have to support each other by sharing resources during these 
times to ensure our own sanity and that our students learn effectively. 

Here are some quick ideas (time is of the essence for us all!) that I have picked up as we have embarked on new 
teaching models due to COVID-19.  I hope these help, or spark some other ideas of what would work best for you, 
your students, and your school/district.

● Synchronous learning for social studies seems to make life simpler for those in blended environments 
○ No exchanging of paper during seated time
○ Preparing one lesson to be delivered virtually or in person, as opposed to two 
○ Keeps all classes on track with curriculum
○ Easier to plan, and also easier if you have to get a substitute  

● Not EVERYTHING needs to be graded
○ Many online platforms allow completion grades and the answer key to display for students to review 

after they submit.  They are often called “practice quizzes” and “graded surveys” or similar in various 
learning management systems. 

● Weighted grades can help ensure grades do not become inflated 
○ If it was a participation assignment during a seated class, it should be worth participation points online.  

Don’t drive yourself crazy trying to grade items you never graded previously. Use completion point 
features (see above) in online platforms to assist with this.

○ Example: If participation is 10%, you can lump many of those practice assignments online in this 
category that online management systems can autograde.  

● Online Platforms can send instant reminders to students and parents
○ As opposed to contacting each parent/guardian for those not doing work individually, many online 

platforms have an instant, generic message that can be sent for missing assignments.  Follow up with 
any families that do not respond, cutting your workload on home contacts. 

Finally, and most importantly, you ARE doing a good job.  THANK YOU for all that you are doing for your students 
during these challenging times.
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Teaching Resource for Voting and Elections
By Dr. Angela Danley

Voting and elections are an important part of democracy.  “In K–12 education, it is critically important that 
students learn about voting and elections, and develop the civic competencies to fully engage in the 
democratic process—whether that is at the community, local, state or national level” (Teaching Tolerance, 
2020).   Students can be taught about how they can make a difference by voting and understand their 
voting rights as a citizen.  

Resource #1:  Voting in Your Town  (grades 6-12) -  Teaching Tolerance (tolerance.org) has an activity, 
“Voting in Your Town” for middle school and high school students. It is a one to three week activity which 
provides the students the opportunity to analyze current registration and turnout rates in their state as well 
as their community. Students can also explore the roadblocks in the voting process. This activity allows the 
student to think critically and dive into the voting process within their community and state. The full lesson 
with linked resources is available at this embedded link: Voting in Your Town 

Resource #2:  Election Collection  (grades 6-12) - PBSlearningmedia.org has compiled a variety of 
resources for teachers to use to support lessons and instruction when discussing the voting process and 
elections. Election central includes the following:  Videos (51), Documents (17).  Lesson Plans (5), Media 
Gallery (4), Interactives (4), Interactive Lessons (1), Webpages (2), Resources in Spanish (2). 
 PBS Learning Media Election Collection
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Resource #3:  We are Teachers- 11 activities (K-12)- On the weareteachers.com website, there are 
11 different activities which can be used across grade levels k-12 to hold discussion about the voting 
process and elections.  From discussing the past Presidents of the United States to holding a debate 
about changing a policy or rule in schools like the dress code to reading books aloud about the election 
process, there is something for all grade levels. There are 18 read aloud suggestions to use across 
grade levels with activities provided to support each book.  

Resource #4:  iCivics- interactive games and other teaching materials - Icivics.org provides 
resources for teachers to engage their students in understanding the election process.  There are 
interactive games such as Win the White House where students can simulate their own presidential 
campaign.  Another game, Cast Your Vote, provides students the opportunity to learn what it means to 
be an informed voter. Teachers can log into the icivics.org website and download teaching resources.  
Learning objectives and ideas for accommodating learning needs are also provided for the interactive 
games.

Teachers can use these non-partisan 
resources provided through these websites to 
engage their students across grade levels to 
help students understand the importance of 
being an active participant in democracy.



Quick Hitters for Hybrid Learning
Dr. Rhett Oldham

LIke all of you, I am bombarded with tech tips! During a “normal year”, I don’t think I could find the time to integrate all 
the suggestions I am receiving even though the ideas are fantastic.. In our last newsletter, the Missouri Council for 
Social Studies Resources to Support Alternative/Remote Learning: Spring 2020 tech page provided so much 
information that I am still sifting through all the great resources recommended by teachers all over the state. In the 
spirit of brevity, I am going to share some resources with you that are ready for you to use in your classroom right 
away. I use them myself so if you have questions, shoot me an email at roldham@sgdragons.org Here we go:

MAPS

Like most social studies teachers, I believe that maps are an integral part of learning about history. The maps below 
are all in Google Drawings. Students can add dots and textboxes, draw on the pictures, and use different colors on 
the map. Google Drawings is my “go to” Google product. If you have never used Google Drawings, Matt Miller from 
Ditch That Textbook has a comprehensive overview of how to use Google Drawings, The Google Drawings Manifesto 
for Teachers

World History Maps

1. Four Cradles of Civilization Map Activity-This map activity also has a Cornell Note-Taker embedded if you want 
your students to add notes.

2. Ancient Greece Map-Students will have to use maps from the period as well as Google Maps to find the 
locations.

3. Roman Map Activity-This is the list of places students have to find Roman Map List. You will notice there is a 
separate map just for the Italian peninsula. I provide that because there are so many locations just in Italy that 
students were having trouble fitting everything in on the small map. There is a lot of color on this map and I 
find it to be challenging but fun for students.

4. Middle Ages Map Activity-Like the Roman Map, you could require color coding if you want.
5. Renaissance Map Activity-The colors codes are on the map and like the Roman map, the bigger Italian 

peninsula is provided. Here is the list of what I want on the map: Renaissance Map List

American History 

1. I am a big fan of Sheppard Software for Maps. They have World and US Maps that kids can play. I have the 
students screenshot their results and add them to this form: US Geography Frenzy-States and students can 
record screenshots on this form for the US Capitals US Geography Frenzy-Capitals
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2.    Bill of Rights-Let's Go to Court Graphic Organizer-I have my students look up court cases about the Bill of Rights and 
use the graphic organizer to complete the categories. (See Screenshot) The website Oyez is a great resource for US 
Supreme Court cases and my 7th graders did a pretty good job of analyzing the information. We do one court case 
together with me leading it, the next court case where the students analyze it together with me guiding them, and 
then the last two they choose on their own. I let them work in groups of two. They play Bill of Rights Matching Game 
and the iCivics Game-Do I Have a Right plus watch the video A 3-Minute Guide to the Bill of Rights

NOTE: To use any of these Google Drawings, open the file and click, MAKE A COPY. Then change the share feature to 
anyone with the link.

JAMBOARD

This is another Google product that my students picked up on in less than 5 minutes. I used it as an exit ticket but there are 
numerous ways to use this product. This is also an interactive whiteboard with some Padlet and Lenoit qualities. Here is the 
Jamboard my students completed over Darius I-Darius I Jamboard. Some tips:

1. Teachers do need to enable editing privileges to your students and that could open up some students messing with 
other students’ work.

2. Adding a class is easy, just click the arrow at the top of the page and a new page is added.
3. All Jamboards are saved in your google drive so access is easy.
4. This is a very “Googly” product. Like most Google products, you just need to play with it a bit to see all the cool 

features.
5. Once again, Matt Miller has some great tutorials on tech products and Jamboard is no exception: How to use 

Jamboard in the classroom: 20+ tips and ideas

EMOJI BUILDER

My students have so much fun with this website. Emoji Finder 😛 Search for Emoji Have your students answer questions, 
describe learning targets, or create a short story only using emojis. Students are using critical thinking skills by summarizing 
information and they don’t even know it!

Everything listed in this article is something I use in my classroom that can be taught quickly and easily for students to learn. 
Students have fun with these activities and they can access them at school and at home. 
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The Who Was Series

By Cameron Nichols

I first want to give you some information about myself. I am currently in my 10th year of teaching and I teach 5th 

and 6th grade social studies at South Harrison Middle School in Bethany, Missouri. I have been on the MCSS board 

for the past couple of years. My article today is about how I have used the Who Was Series books in my room. 

When Ruth Bader Ginsberg passed away on Sept 18, 2020 I knew my little 5th graders would have no idea who 

she was, what she was, or what the Supreme Court was. So, I took it upon myself to utilize the book Who Was 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg that was so graciously given to me this summer off my Amazon wish list. 5th grade in our 

district is at the middle school, and while some still consider it elementary, it can be a hard line to define at times. 

So, we did a read aloud of the book together, in class, for two class periods. Was it how I wanted to spend 2 days 

of valuable class time, not necessarily, but I knew it needed to be done. 

While reading the book, I had found a resource for my students to fill out from Teachers Pay Teachers. I didn’t 

want them just sitting there for two days listening to me read, instead I wanted them to retain the information I 

was giving them. The resource came with many different things, such as a KWL, Graphic Organizer (which I used), 

word search and more. While reading though, I had students fill out the graphic organizer about Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg, to help them learn more about her. I really liked the fact that within the book there was a page or two 

about the Supreme Court, what a lawyer is, and more. So not only were they getting the life story of who Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg was, but they learned about the importance of the Supreme Court of the United States at a level 

they could understand. 

I have found that although the Who Was Series books are chapter books, they’re an easy enough read to get 

through pretty quickly through class together, and can be done as a read-aloud while keeping students engaged. I 

have also gotten the Who Was Activity Book, that has puzzles, word searches, and activities that can be given as 

early finisher work. The Who Was Show on Netflix has also been a big hit in the classroom as well. I use it for 

example when we are learning about King Tut. 

I have included the link for the resource I bought off of Teachers Pay Teachers.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ruth-Bader-Ginsburg-Biography-Pack-Distance-Learning-604386
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Membership Update

Current Membership – 1,071

We like to first send out a warm welcome to all our newest MCSS members from 
around the state.  We are excited to welcome you to the ranks of the most 
EXCEPTIONAL SOCIAL STUDIES EDUCATORS in Missouri.  We are looking 
forward to being a part of your 2020-2021 school year. 

Your MCSS is better because of your involvement. Don’t forget to share your 
experience with others in your school family, as well as, on MCSS’s Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter. 

Pam Stafford, VP of Membership, 2020-2021
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Share your teaching ideas and your passion for Social Studies 
with fellow teachers

This is YOUR quarterly publication and we would love to hear 
from you!  Have an idea to share?  We want to publish it!  Have a 

lesson to share?  We want to share it!  Have a  story to share 
about Social Studies?  This is your opportunity to share it!

       mosocialstudies@gmail.com

Write for the Horizon Quarterly
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT

International Teacher Spotlight

The International Teacher Spotlight is a new feature in 
the Horizon. Teachers who are committed to Global 
Collaboration and/or teaching social studies will be 
highlighted.

 
Andy Cooper, The Weald School, Billingshurst, United 

Kingdom

H O R I Z O N   Q U A R T E R L Y  

I have been a secondary school Maths teacher for the past 8 years. I teach students aged from 11 to 18 
years old and my favourite parts of Maths are Calculus and Mechanics. Prior to teaching I have been in 
banking, driving instructor and also worked as a sound engineer in London’s West End theatres. Teaching 
has to be one of the greatest vocations there is outside of medicine.

I teach in a fairly large secondary school (1814 students) in rural West Sussex about 20 miles inland from 
the English Channel. Our students come from a wide range of backgrounds and travel in from quite a wide 
area.  Our school is really fortunate to have ever improving facilities and isn’t just focused on academic 
performance. Whilst we have high aspirations for our students we also have the vision to enrich our 
students' education and travel abroad with trips available to all students each year. In the last couple of 
years this has been a particular interest of mine with taking students to Kenya, Europe, and the USA on trips 
and exchanges and I have been blessed with taking on some responsibility for these international links and 
supporting the Kenya trip.

I am also a heavy user of technology in my classroom. We are a Google school and I have completed the 
Google Certified Trainer exams to support staff and students in our school and also in neighbouring schools. 

Continued on next page
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When did you decide to become a teacher, and why did you choose this field?
From a young age I always enjoyed learning. My own Maths teacher was a kind hearted lady 
that supported us through our studies. When I met her a few years ago at an old student 
reunion she was just about to retire and she knew that I was going to become a Maths 
teacher. Maths is my specialist subject but I have taught some computer science over the 
last couple of years too. Despite these being my chosen subjects my real love is to share 
knowledge with people. Before being a classroom teacher I worked in a couple of industries 
and always leaned towards coaching and supporting others   My first experience of real 
teaching was as a driving instructor! 

What is your favorite thing about teaching at your school?
The best bit about being a teacher is about seeing how children develop. I have been really 
lucky not only to see students learn in the classroom but I have also been on a number of 
foreign travels and exchanges and seeing how students learn from their peers from a foreign 
country and changing mindsets has to be one of the greatest experiences.

How is school different in your country in comparison to the United States?
In the UK our education system has Reception (aged 4-5) to year 13 (18 year olds). Our 
formal schooling  is completely geared towards final exams. We have 2 sets of these. One 
during year 11 (15 and 16 year olds) will sit formal exams in all of their subjects. For some 
this is 10 different subjects and these are externally assessed and graded and determine 
what subjects students can do at college or sixth form. Then at the end of year 13 (18 year 
olds) sit another set of formal exams in their 3 or 4 chosen subjects. The grades from these 
are then used by Universities to assess if a student can attend. We have the same main 
subjects that have to be taken and then options. There are also options for apprenticeship 
and vocational qualifications too.

What is the most fun about collaborating with schools from a different country?
The best thing about collaborating with other countries is the exposure students get with 
people that they would never normally meet. We all have a fixed mindset and stereotypical 
views of what people from other countries are like and watching these get broken down by 
the interactions is life changing!

How would you define your personal educational philosophy?
Teacher’s change the world, one child at a time.

Teacher Spotlight  | Continued from previous page
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What is the most helpful advice you’ve received about teaching?
Always ask for help and advice if you need it. Be willing to soak up new ideas like a sponge. 
Don't suffer in silence, if you're worried or struggling ask for help. Most importantly remember 
you have to have a life out of work. Learn when to switch off and have some 'you’ time.

How do you incorporate modern/current events and topics of discussion into your teaching?
Every morning in school we have a tutor time. In the USA this is called home room. During 
this we have a number of notices and messages to read out but we always have time to have 
a discussion about things going on around the world or the current news.

In your opinion, what qualities make a teacher excellent?
I believe that great teachers push the boundaries and teach beyond their subject whilst 
modeling behaviours that they expect from their students. 

What three traits/words would you use to define your classroom and/or teaching style?
a. Positive atmosphere
b. Everyone matters
c. Student Engagement

What is the greatest success you have had in teaching?
Taking a leap of faith and engaging in Global Collaborations. I wanted to connect students 
via a virtual exchange but never in my wildest dreams did I think that it would lead to new 
exchange trips and taking students 5000 miles to Ste Genevieve, Mo. 

What do you like to do in your free time?
By free time I guess you mean, outside of the classroom, I am a very busy father of 4 and a 
Cub Scout leader too! Recently I have just taken up paddleboarding and this is probably one 
of the nicest ways of switching off from it all.

What advice would you give to any new teachers?
For all new teachers I would strongly recommend collaborating with as many people as 
possible, learn from others, take their resources and put your mark on it. When a bad comes 
along learn from it so you know what to change next time. When you have a great lesson 
reflect on what made it great! Lastly I would say know when to stop and switch off make sure 
you have some time to your day, everyday for you!

Teacher Spotlight  | Continued from previous page



H O R I Z O N   Q U A R T E R L Y  

F  A L  L   2 0 2 0   |    2  0  

Know a teacher who
deserves to be in the spotlight?

Let us know! They may be 
featured in an upcoming issue!

Email us at mosocialstudies@gmail.com
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
Rachel McDaniel is a middle school teacher at Ste. Genevieve 
R2 School District. Rachel teaches 8th Grade World History, 
6th Grade American History I, and Discovering Europe in 
addition to coaching the high school girls golf team. She has 
been in education for 10 years. 

H O R I Z O N   Q U A R T E R L Y  

When did you decide to become a teacher and why did you choose this field?
Junior High was really tough but I had an English teacher who really made a difference for me. While I 
wasn't as passionate about English as she was, I had always had an interest in history class. So I thought I 
would combine the two: be an empathetic middle school teacher like she was but teach the history I loved.

What is your favorite thing about teaching at your school and/or your contact area?
The kids I teach at Ste. Genevieve Middle School are phenomenal kids and I'd be remiss if I didn't take the 
opportunity to say that again. I also love the collaborative nature of my department at the middle school-we 
all get better together.

How would you define your personal educational philosophy?
My motto forever has been "Saving the world one middle school student at a time" and I think that still rings 
true. Whether that be saving them from a personal struggle, a bullying situation, or saving them from hating 
school, I want to help students and teach them a little history on the way. 

How do you encourage class participation?
I relate material back to students and their everyday lives as much as humanly possible. If I can make 
analogies using the things they know or are into, then I've got them hooked. 

How do you organize your classroom?
I've got a nice blend of "old school" methodology mixed with modern pedagogy. I like good discussion, using 
technology when practical and appropriate, and still using paper and our hands to engage in the material. 

Continued on next page
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What is the most helpful advice you've received about teaching? 
The kids will know when you are faking-do what you love. 

How do you incorporate modern/current events and topics of discussion into your teaching? 
I let those topics come up naturally but also point out when there are significant events taking place. I let 
students share their opinion but ask for two things: 1) It must be YOUR opinion-not your parents' opinion 
and 2)If you give "data" or "information", it needs to be factual. 

In your opinion, what qualities make a teacher excellent?
A teacher needs to be flexible-knows when to hold firm and know when to be "human". A great teacher 
should be able to present material in a bunch of different ways and is always striving to improve. This 
person should make connections with students that are appropriate but genuine. 

What is the greatest success you have had in teaching?
I really bask in small victories. The student that finally aces the continents and oceans portion of his/her 
weekly map quiz, the student that starts the year by telling me that he/she hates history but gets really 
involved in lessons, the student that struggles on most days but an activity in class lets him/her be the 
expert-it's really about the little things that make big success. 

What do you want students to remember about your class after they have left? 
While it may have felt difficult, I want students to leave knowing I cared about them, I pushed them, and I 
prepared them for the road ahead-whatever that road may be. 

What have you read lately that led you to change the way you teach?
Edutopia posted an article on Twitter recently about how the hook in a lesson can be a detriment if it's not 
directly related to learning goals. Ultimately, you want students to walk away with the knowledge needed to 
complete the learning objective-not just the cool attention grabber at the beginning. 

What do you do in your free time? 
I'm a wife and a mother to a beautiful 15 month old girl-who takes up a lot of my time. I love spending time 
with my family, exploring local history, playing/coaching golf, and reading good books. 

What advice would you give to any new teachers?
Relationships in education are so important. Build relationships with your students, your colleagues, your 
admin, the secretaries, the janitors, the nurses. It will amaze you how dependent upon those relationships 
you become but they absolutely enrich and shape your teaching. 

Teacher Spotlight  | Continued from previous page
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MCSS Mission Statement
The purpose of MCSS shall be to foster dialogue among teachers on the special mission 
of social studies, to assist teachers in teaching social studies more effectively, to 
promote student learning in social studies through quality teaching and curriculum, and 
to increase student engagement and participation for the public good.

More About MCSS
The Missouri Council for the Social Studies was founded in 1979.  We are a group of 
volunteers who have committed ourselves to educating young minds, fostering a 
collaborative partnership with other educators, and growing as both professionals and 
individuals with a passion for the social studies.
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