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The President’s Corner
By Brian Anton
MCSS President

Fall weather has finally arrived and we 
have all settled in to the new school 
year.  For me it was truly a season of 
change as I made the decision to move 
into administration.  I have found that 
one of my most significant challenges 
in this new role is keeping connected 
with the social studies classroom, but I 
have been able to join a team meeting 
or two and share the awesome 
resources that are being shared across 
the state with our teachers.  I hope that 
you find this issue to be informative 
and that you will find at least one thing 
to take into your classrooms and share 
with your peers.
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 I would  also like to encourage and remind you that our 
teacher of the year program and nomination period is 
nearing the deadline.  We would like to recognize one 
teacher from the elementary, middle, and high school levels 
this year.  As a reminder that teacher receives free 
registration for next year’s conference and recognition at the 
conference this year.  This is a prime opportunity to share 
out all of the great things that you see others doing in their 
classrooms!  Please submit a nomination.

As always, we hope to be a resource for you and support 
you in your classroom.  Please connect with us with any 
needs or opportunities to share with our membership.

Respectfully,

Brian Anton
Purdy School District
Twitter:  Brian.K.Anton
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President Elect Report
By MCSS President Elect, Rhett Oldham

This time of year is such a fun time at the Missouri Council for the Social Studies!  MCSS has partnered with 

the Regional Professional Development Offices throughout the state to offer workshops for social studies all 

over Missouri.  MCSS/RPDC Flyer  We have so many great presenters that are sharing best practices in the 

social studies classroom from a number of different perspectives.  This is the second year of our partnership 

and these workshops have proved to be a great opportunity to bring teachers together to analyze great 

pedagogy and the latest technology.  We hope that you can find a workshop close to you and sign up.

The preparation for the 2020 MCSS Conference is in full swing and with each day, I get more excited.  The 

keynote speakers are simply incredible:  Governor Jay Nixon, The Holocaust Museum and Learning Center 

will be bringing a Holocaust survivor to speak, and educational tech guru and author Bethany Petty.  Each of 

these presenters will bring their perspective of looking at history through a 2020 lens.  Adding to the 

speakers is the fact that we will be holding the conference at the Missouri History Museum, a fantastic 

location.  Plus, we will be hosting our annual trivia night at one of the greatest soccer bars in the United 

States, the Amsterdam Tavern.  Most importantly, I cannot wait to see great teachers from around the state 

come together to connect with each other, learn from each other, and have fun with each other.  

Finally, I want to remind you that if you want to present at the conference, you need to get your 

submissions in by the end of October.  Every year, we have outstanding presenters at the conference who 

come directly from our membership. Here is the link to everything you need to know about the conference  

https://www.mosocialstudies.com/conference

I cannot wait to see everyone at the conference for our annual HISTORY NERD OUT!

Best wishes,

Dr. Rhett Oldham
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Letter from the Past President
By Jeff Benes

What a beautiful fall day!  And such an exciting time to teach the Social Studies!  
Government teachers are finding some real-world exposure.  American history, world 
history and geography are just as critical in an ever-changing world. The tide is turning, 
and the critical thinking skills we foster are growing more and more recognized by those 
outside our field.  We’ve known it for years, and it is nice to finally get some positive 
attention.  

Please consider helping out the Social Studies community by joining us on the Board.  
The elections are coming up, so why not toss your hat in the ring?  There are several 
open positions, and lots of opportunities to make your mark.  There will be more 
information in this issue about the elections.  Be sure to toss your name in the 
nomination process!  You can’t change the world if you don’t step forward to claim your 
place in history! 

https://www.mosocialstudies.com/elections
 
Thank you in advance for adding your name to the list.  We are an all volunteer Board.  
We would gladly welcome more go-getters that can commit to continuing to build our 
Social Studies community.  

Peace, 
Jeff Benes
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The Missouri Council for the Social Studies Board of Directors will have the Board positions listed 
below open for reelection in January of 2020. Please review the details of the position, forecast 
your ability to commit to the position, and please consider running for a position on the Board.

The Board meets approximately four times a year, generally in the Jefferson City area, on 
Saturdays, traditionally. The expectation is also for Board members to attend the Annual 
Conference, traditionally in late winter, and in different locations around the state, at the 
member’s cost. The Board has explored virtual meetings and does a lot of work via the internet, 
but organizational bylaws require in-person meetings three times a year. The Board is a volunteer 
position and can be very time-consuming. This job requires time and passion, but the work can be 
incredibly rewarding. 

Regional Delegates shall assist by sitting on committees, representing their geographic regions (as 
designated by their school’s zip code). They may also be tapped to assist in planning regional 
conferences. These positions will be a two-year term. All three regions will have one delegate 
position open for election each year: 

63 Delegate -- 64 Delegate -- 65 Delegate 

The Vice President positions shall be responsible for specific standing committees and responsible 
for filing reports on behalf of the committee. These positions will be a two-year term. The 
following positions for Vice President are up for election: 

Vice President of Membership -- This position is specific to maintaining and increasing 
membership, as well as coordinating with National on issues related to membership.

Vice President of Legislation – This position will work at the state and national level to bring 
information relevant to social studies education to the membership in a timely fashion.

See the MCSS website for more information.  Here is the direct link:  Elections | mosocialstudies

  F  A  L   L    2  0  1  9      |    5

H O R I Z O N  Q U A R T E R L Y 

Notice of 
Elections 

https://www.mosocialstudies.com/elections


Integrating Technology
Crowdsourcing Historians: How to Utilize By The People to Engage 
Students and Cultivate Historical Analysis Skills

  F  A  L  L     2  0  1  9      |   6

H O R I Z O N  Q U A R T E R L Y 

Jordan McGaughey; Coordinator of K-12 Social Studies - Rockwood School District
Twitter Handle: @mcgaugheyj

If you are looking for a way to re-create historical processes through digital 
means, the Library of Congress has created a great opportunity for you and your 
students!  Through a new program called By The People, the Library of 
Congress has created a digital crowdsourcing project that asks volunteers to 
transcribe several thousand documents from the library’s vaults.  Per the Library 
of Congress’ website, the primary rationale for building this transcription 
software is to improve public search abilities, readability of documents, and to 
provide additional access to handwritten and typed documents with readability 
issues.

Continued on next page

https://crowd.loc.gov/


Integrating Technology - continued from previous page

By The People is divided up into what are labeled as “campaigns” of document 
collections based around significant time periods in American history.  Through 
these campaigns, students are able to research documents that relate to their 
chosen topic, access those documents, and then are taken to an annotation 
feature that allows them to examine the document in an effort to transcribe that 
document and submit their transcriptions for crowdsourced consideration from 
other collaborators.  Below is a screenshot of an annotation submitted and 
approved through public consideration.
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Continued on next page
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Integrating Technology| Continued from previous page

Primarily, this software and functionality has been produced for thousands of 
Americans to be able to transcribe cherished documents that the Library of 
Congress has had in its possession for decades.  However, as I have 
witnessed in my own school district over the past few weeks, there are many 
possibilities for students to utilize By The People to simulate the processes of 
finding, researching, and annotating historical documents.  In a recent activity 
in one of my district’s high schools, the building’s Library Media Specialist 
worked closely with a history teacher and her students as they searched 
documents, worked to submit annotations for public review, and presented 
their findings and final product to their classmates.

There are many ways that teachers and students could utilize this powerful 
crowdsourcing software to examine, consider, research, and annotate crucial 
document from American history.  Through the software, students experience 
authentic lessons on database searches and critiquing and revising 
documents.  Teachers could have the ability to have students present their 
findings to others individually, in small groups, or in a full class environment.  
All the while, students would be learning history digitally while practicing in 
important historiographical processes that historians and curators alike 
engage in each and every day.  For a list of educator specific resources, ideas 
and lesson plans provided through the Library of Congress’ site regarding By 
The People, please click on the corresponding links at the end of the article.

Continued on next page
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As educators of history, we often look for a multitude of access points that allow 
our students to engage with history digitally.  Through By The People, the Library 
of Congress has offered all of us a rich program that can help our students 
engage with history, and each other, in new and exciting ways.

Links:

1) By The People Homepage
2) By The People Campaigns
3) By The People Educator Resources
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MCSS 2020 Conference
“Social Studies Provides 20/20 Vision

to the Present”
Join us for our 2020 conference in exciting St. Louis! We're thrilled to partner 
with the Missouri History Museum to bring you an event that will be packed 

with lots of learning, strategies you can take back to your classroom, 
networking with other educators, and much more. We are also delighted to 
announce our keynote speakers this year: Governor Jay Nixon and Missouri 
teacher and author, Bethany Petty. We’ll also have the opportunity to hear 

from Holocaust survivors. You don’t want to miss this event!

Visit https://www.mosocialstudies.com/conference to register

H O R I Z O N  Q U A R T E R L Y 

Want to present at the MCSS 2020 Conference?  

The deadline to submit a proposal for the 2020 conference is quickly approaching!

The conference will take place in St. Louis at the Missouri History Museum on Feb. 
21-22, 2020, with a theme of "Social Studies Provides 20/20 Vision to the Present". 

We are seeking proposals for both 50-minute and 25-minute sessions that cover both 
content and strategy/methodology, across all areas of social studies. If you have a 
topic you'd like to share with other Missouri educators, please submit your proposal 
here: https://forms.gle/oGfirXC167fbRnfFA

The deadline to submit is Oct. 31, and people will be notified by Nov. 15 if their session 
has been approved. 

Please feel free to share with colleagues, and we hope to hear from you soon!

https://www.mosocialstudies.com/conference
https://forms.gle/oGfirXC167fbRnfFA


Truman Library Conference on Presidential Power
By Jessica Barnes
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This past summer, I had the opportunity to attend a conference on 
“Presidential Power” by the Harry S. Truman Library and Museum 
education team.  This is an annual conference, held over the summer, 
that educators from across the country can apply to attend.  Housing 
and breakfast/lunch are covered as part of the conference.  The 
opportunity to work with Presidential Library Historians from across the 
country was fantastic.  I recommend checking out all the INCREDIBLE 
lesson plan database made by teachers across the country during each 
of the past conferences and opportunities the Truman Library has for 
students and teachers on their website. 

https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/lesson-plans
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/lesson-plans
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education


Truman Library Conference | Continued from previous page

Here is my 20-minute lesson on the electoral college and political beliefs using 
Truman’s Whistle Stop Tour maps that I created during my week at the conference: 
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/taxonomy/term/18042

Here are 5 big takeaways I realized in a week of listening and learning about 
numerous Presidents and their Power while in office:
1) Power exerted by Presidents can have a legal (Lincoln) or common sense basis 

(T. Roosevelt)
2) Presidents widely vary in what they use their power for and are sometimes 

successful, sometimes not (Grant, Truman)
3) We often judge a President’s character based on one little fact or part of their life 

(i.e., Teddy Roosevelt and his military service)
4) Our view of Presidents change over time and can often soften in terms of their 

effectiveness (i.e., George H.W. Bush and Herbert Hoover)
5) Modern examples of Presidential Power does not mean past Presidents had that 

power- it has evolved over time (i.e., signing statements, executive orders) 

Come check out the full presentation based on my week of studies on February 21-22, 
2020, at the MCSS Conference in St. Louis.  It will be ALL CONTENT with also a few 
new cool teaching tricks I picked up along the way, too.  Hope to see you there!
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Bring the History of Baseball Into Your Classroom

By Dr. Angela Danley

With the World Series beginning on October 22, bring the history 
of baseball into your classroom.  According to the American 
Veterans Center,  there were 500 major leagues and more than 
2,000 minor leagues that served in the armed forces during World 
War II.  One of the first to join the armed forces was Hall of Famer 
Bob Feller.  On December 9, 1941, Bob Feller gave up a chance to 
earn $100,000 with the Indians and became the first professional 
athlete to join the Navy after Pearl Harbor.  Bob Feller wrote, “ It 
was one of the greatest experiences in my life. You can talk about 
teamwork on a baseball team, but I’ll tell you, it takes teamwork 
when you have 2,900 men stationed on the U.S.S. Alabama in the 
South Pacific (2010).”   Bob Feller served 1941-1945 in the Navy.  
During his time in the Navy, he helped with exercises and ran the 
baseball team when in port.  He missed four seasons of playing 
baseball, but he was proud to serve in a time of need.  

For more resources on the history of baseball, check  out the 
Library of Congress PDF guide for teachers on Baseball Across a 
Changing Nation:  
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysources
ets/baseball/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf.  
Additionally, there are primary resources for teachers to use to 
activate discussion. Students can use the primary source tool when 
viewing the primary sources. This is a great way to engage 
students in the history of baseball during an exciting time for 
baseball fans.   
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysis-tool/

Sources:  
https://www.americanveteranscenter.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/17/sports/baseball/17reflect.
html

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/baseball/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/baseball/pdf/teacher_guide.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysis-tool/
https://www.americanveteranscenter.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/17/sports/baseball/17reflect.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/17/sports/baseball/17reflect.html
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Post-Vietnam Government Relations 

By Jeff Benes

In March of 1973, the last American combat troops left South Vietnam.  At the end of April 1975, 
South Vietnam collapsed as North Vietnamese soldiers captured Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh City).  
The United States left without a clear victory, and with an ally that was defeated.  The results 
would shape the national psyche for years.  

Movies and television reflected the ineptitude and impotence of the government following the 
Vietnam Conflict (War). In popular culture, the government was either unable to defend their 
citizenry or was the enemy, seeking to punish vigilantes who were doing the work the government 
was unable to do.  The rise of the anti government hero was born.  

It was my incredible fortune to be born months after the fall of Saigon. I grew up in the household 
of a Vietnam veteran that didn’t tell his story. I sought it out in television and movies. Think about 
what they looked like: 

A Team A group of veterans are pursued by the US military for crimes “they didn’t commit”.  They 
are out saving people in need, while evading a failing military.  

Airwolf A helicopter pilot is hired by the CIA to steal a machine from Libya. The pilot keeps the 
aircraft to force the government to find his MIA brother who never returned from Vietnam. The 
government wants the aircraft, but the pilot out-maneuvers them, and the pilot fights small wars 
on behalf of the government. 

Red Dawn The Soviets and Latin armies invade the United States.  The government is unable to 
protect the United States at all, and only a small group of high school students remain to fight off 
the invasion in their town. A true tribute to 1980s conservatism. Pro-gun, fearful of immigration, 
and distrustful of a weak government.  

Rambo Based on the book, a Vietnam veteran suffers from police brutality, lapsing into flashbacks.  
The protagonist racks up a series of dead bodies. Those killed are members of law enforcement.  
The book has a much higher body count than the book, leaving open sequels that are much less 
nuanced.  
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Post-Vietnam Government Relations| Continued from previous page

Platoon Based on the experience of the director, Oliver Stone, the book follows the experience of a 
young man entering the war.  There are two sides in the platoon (a cohort of soldiers).  One 
represents the dark, immoral side of war. The other side, the better angels of war, that just try to 
survive.  Not to give it away, but the dark side wins.  

Full Metal Jacket A dark interpretation of the war, the fighting, and the brutality of war.  Stanley 
Kubrick’s dark exploration of the American military.  

This is a sampling of what we were raised on. President Ronald Reagan, himself a former actor, 
praised the screen performance of John Rambo (in “Rambo II”).  The United States government 
sought a way to prove its masculinity and regain something lost, entered the First Gulf War.  In 
contrast to the Vietnam War, the United States government worked hard to control access to the war 
against Iraq (Desert Shield, the blocking action in Saudi Arabia and Desert Storm, the offensive push 
to drive Iraqi forces out of Kuwait and off the border, with a massive aerial bombardment). The 
Pentagon went as far as to put out trading cards of weapons, uniforms, and equipment of the war.  
The war was a success, and America regained some sense of itself.  

Unfortunately, and with the authority to act, the United States government took action at a 
compound outside of Waco, Texas.  The government had laid siege to the compound as early as 
February, 1993. The government action led to an incident in which members of the opposition died. 
The narrative that developed in the wake of the siege was that the government acted to silence 
anti-government protesters. Conspiracy theories gained traction. The date of the destruction of the 
compound at Waco was April 19, 1993. Doctored VHS tapes were sold, showing the government had 
set the fire that destroyed the compound. Conservative talk radio host G. Gordon Liddy (former 
assistant to Nixon) in 1994, advised a caller to shoot for the face, rather than the body armor when 
the government comes into your home.  In 1995, based on the book The Turner Diaries (now on a 
government watchlist at libraries), Tim McVeigh and Terry Nichols built a bomb out of fertilizer and 
gasoline (now, the government tracks fertilizer purchases), and left it in front of the Murrah building 
in Oklahoma City.  The date?  April 19, 1995.  The 220th anniversary of the start of the American 
Revolution, the shot heard round the world.  A lawful authority, carrying out a lawful search, 
encountered an armed group opposed to them, and the world changed.  In Missouri, the 51st Militia 
actively recruited under the guise of protecting citizens from a government. Questions and 
comments are welcome.  
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Membership Update

Current membership: 870

We are extremely excited to announce a continuation of registrations in MCSS!  

Welcome to MCSS ALL YOU FANTASTIC SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTORS 

MCSS is better because of your involvement!! Stay in contact with MCSS on Facebook and 
Twitter!  SHARE your experience with others in your school family 
and bring them to our MCSS Conference, February 21-22, 2020 in 
St. Louis!! 

--Nancy Ohmart, VP of Membership, 2019-2020
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Grant Writing:  Show Me the MOney
By Dr. Angela Danley

In the fall 2018, I received a grant from the Missouri Humanities Council.  Little did I know 
that writing this grant would pay off in the amount of $10,000.  Writing a grant does take 
a commitment. Sometimes, grant submissions are not accepted, but that can be a 
motivation to submit it again.  Writing a grant can be rewarding because of the impact it 
can have on children, school communities, and families.  

I have been blessed to receive mini grants ranging from $250-$1,000 from the PTA when 
I taught second grade.  I also received a grant from TeachingTolerance.org and from the 
Center for East Asian Studies through the University of Kansas.  Both of these 
opportunities allowed me to receive books focused on culture and diversity for the school 
library where I served as a former classroom teacher.  As a former instructional coach, I 
received grants from The University of Missouri Kansas City- Berkley Center and Apple.  
As an Associate Professor at the University of Central Missouri, I have received internal 
grants for various projects.  My most recent grant was from the UCMO Alumni 
Association for a culturally responsive book study and film festival for teacher educators.  
How do I receive these grants?  I write out my idea and then begin searching for any 
grant opportunities centered around my idea.     
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The Missouri Humanities Council (MHC) 
The MHC grant is one that I would encourage all educators who have 
an idea focused on humanities-based programs and projects to apply.  
When submitting any grant, and specifically the Missouri Humanities 
Council (MHC) grant, know your purpose and the audience you are 
serving.  Additionally, have a plan in mind of how you will match funds.   
A link to the guidelines for MHC grants is linked below.  MHC offers a 
mini  grant for up to $2500 and major grant up to $10,000. 
https://www.mohumanities.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Grant_Guid
elines_2018.pdf

https://www.mohumanities.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Grant_Guidelines_2018.pdf
https://www.mohumanities.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Grant_Guidelines_2018.pdf
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Grant Writing | Continued from previous page

Grant Writing Tips 

1. Write a solid grant proposal:  It is important to know what the organization is 
expecting when reviewing a grant.  After reviewing the guidelines, the grant proposal 
needs to match what the organization is looking for and willing to fund.  Most grants, 
even the educational foundation grants in districts have a rubric to follow.

2. Targeted Audience:  Specifically state in the grant application who will benefit from the 
grant.  For some grants, reaching a larger number of students can be a benefit. The 
goal is to stretch the funds to make an impact on the school community or more than 
one classroom.  

3. Funding and Budget: It is important to know your budget and if the school 
administration, PTA,  a business will provide funds if the grant requires matching funds 
in the application.  

4. Collaborate:  Typically, a person is the primary investigator and another person or 
persons are co-investigators.  Collaborate as a team to write a grant to make the 
process easier.  

5. Read Other Grant Applications:  Read other grant proposals to learn what others are 
requesting or focused on.  This can help provide the applicant with an idea what to 
write, as well

6. Edit:  Have a person who is not involved read and edit the application.  In some school 
districts, there are grant writing experts. Contact your administrator, instructional coach, 
librarian, or Title I teacher.  These people can be of an asset when reviewing and 
supporting your grant application.

7. Submit Again:  If the grant is rejected, keep the application.  Review the requirements, 
written feedback to make the necessary changes to revise and submit the following 
year.

Continued on next page
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Other grant opportunities for teachers and schools: 

PTA/PTO:  Seek opportunities within your own building.  Ask your 
PTA/PTO  if there are mini grants available.  If there are not ‘
opportunities for mini grants, advocate for mini grants and partner with 
the PTA/PTO in your building to create the opportunities.  A grant in the 
amount of even  $150 can supply the resources for a project in the classroom.

Educational Foundations:  Many of the larger school districts have 
educational foundations and provide funding for classrooms for projects.  
Most grants are written and submitted in the spring.  

Chamber of Commerce:  Talk with your local Chamber of Commerce on 
grant opportunities for teachers within the community.  

Local Businesses:  Many businesses want to help teachers and school 
communities.  Contact businesses for how any grant opportunities.

Universities:  Seek opportunities from the institution where you graduated to 
learn if any grant opportunities for outside funding is provided for alumni.  

Organizations:  If you are a member of a teacher organization like NEA or 
MSTA, there are grant opportunities available.  Also, look into other 
organizations centered on a content area you are interested in for grant 
opportunities.  For example, Teaching Tolerance support educators who 
embrace and embed anti-bias principles throughout their schools 
https://www.tolerance.org/about/educator-grant-guidelines

       
 Continued on next page

https://www.tolerance.org/about/educator-grant-guidelines
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Additional Information: 

Missouri Humanities Council (MHC) also provides teacher workshops for those 
interested in history.  Currently, workshops are a two-year sequence, which focus on 
“Presidents and the Presidency: An Evolution of Power and Role.”  Continued 
Education Certificates are given to  those who attend.  
https://www.mohumanities.org/teacher-workshops/  Participating in these 
workshops may also provide an idea for writing an MHC grant.  

Upcoming Workshop:   

NOVEMBER 6, 2019

8AM – 3PM  |  Missouri Innovation Center

1101 NW Innovation Pkwy, Lee’s Summit

Learn about Andrew Jackson 

and his presidency.

Read about  the focus of the MHC grant I received here:  :  
https://napds.org/uncategorized/promoting-family-involvement-and-the-love-of-readi
ng-through-an-author-visit/

https://www.mohumanities.org/teacher-workshops/
https://napds.org/uncategorized/promoting-family-involvement-and-the-love-of-reading-through-an-author-visit/
https://napds.org/uncategorized/promoting-family-involvement-and-the-love-of-reading-through-an-author-visit/


MCSS Legislative Report
By Erin Townsend

By the time this edition of the Horizons’ reaches you, many of you will be finishing your first quarter of the year!  As we 
cruise into the Fall of cooler weather, parent-teacher conferences, and upcoming holidays, let’s highlight one of my 
favorite resources for teaching the Constitution and Citizenship, ICivics!  ICivics features curriculum units, individual 
lesson plans, and games with a purpose for your students to grow and learn.  They have also created their first history 
themed game, Race to Ratify. Race to Ratify focuses on students playing as a Federalist or Anti-Federalist in an 
attempt to pass what they believe is the best version of the US Constitution.  Best of all about ICivics, they now sync 
seamlessly with Google Classroom!  Look for more resources and updates in the Winter edition when the Missouri 
Legislature starts back up on Wednesday, January 9. 
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https://www.icivics.org/
https://www.icivics.org/games/race-to-ratify


Sharon has incorporated numerous Social Studies 
concepts into the implementation of her art and gifted 
curriculum throughout the years she has taught. She 
participated in over 10 years of Teaching American 
History Grants through Southwest Center for 
Educational Excellence in Webb City, Missouri and 
created several “Traveling Trunks” to aid the Social 
Studies Concepts across the educational content.
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
Sharon 
Bramwell  
Wildwood Elementary Art and Gifted 
Teacher, Sarcoxie, Missouri

1. Why do you incorporate history into your lessons?
I’ve had a love for history since I was very young. I had a teacher who made 1. history fun 
in middle school. I feel that it is impossible to truly teach art without teaching history. Art is 
a reflection of history and culture throughout time. Art has documented history, so it only 
seems natural to incorporate history into my art classes. We wouldn’t even know what 
many people looked like in history if it wasn’t for artists!

Continued on next page
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2. What is your favorite part of this core subject? 
I just love to see history come to life in my art and gifted classes. The gifted students do 
presentations and skits that are incredible to watch. Through both gifted and art projects, 
I get to see my students grow in their learning and see how the past has had an impact 
on today.re informed citizens, to ask good questions, and to become great members of 
society in the world.

3. What is your philosophy of teaching?
My philosophy of teaching is that each subject is a puzzle piece that must fit together for 
students to understand and fully appreciate what they are learning.  Interdisciplinary 
studies must include the arts into history, science, and math. The hands on approach 
and higher order level thinking included in visual art classes enhances a student’s 
learning and development in all subjects as well. 

4. What is your classroom management style?
My style is considered old school now since I have been teaching for about 30 years.  
Overall, I think consistency and fairness paired with positive reinforcement as much as 
possible are key components in teaching. Individual and group accountability are all 
important techniques that I have found successful in the classroom as well.  Students 
need to know you care and that you are passionate about what you are teaching. If you 
are excited about what you teach, they will be more excited to learn.

5.  Tell us about the American History Grant Opportunity?
I had a chance many years ago to participate in teaching American history grant where I 
met so many different teachers of different grade levels. I traveled to a lot of historical 
places and learned so much about U.S. history. We wrote curriculum and created 
traveling trunks for Southwest Center for Educational Excellence that have been used by 
teachers all over the area. I was also asked to create online and on sight curriculum for 
George Washington Carver National Museum called “Carver the Artist.” It is available for 
teachers throughout the country. I have since used it many times in my own classroom. 

Continued on next page
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6.  What advice do you have for new 
teachers?
My advice for new teachers is to be 
passionate, excited, and to share your 
enthusiasm with your students. All the teachers 
that I have met that are great no matter what 
they teach have in common that they love what 
they do, love what they teach, and love their 
students. Have fun! There will be many trying 
days, but there are those days that you see the 
light bulbs go off in students’ minds and it 
makes teaching so worth it! 

Know a teacher who
deserves a spotlight?

Let us know! They may be 

featured in an upcoming issue!

Email us at 
mosocialstudies@gmail.com

Teacher Spotlight | Continued from previous page
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TAH Colloquia at the Freedoms Foundation-
George Washington and the American Founding

By Pam Stafford

Summer isn’t the only time teachers may enjoy educational workshops and seminars. There are many
opportunities for teachers to grab a quick PD through webinars, single-day workshops, or weekend
colloquia. The TAH project of the Ashbrook Center provides just those types of professional
development, at no to little cost to the educator. I recently was given such an opportunity this past
September, to participate in a seminar on George Washington as a leader. The colloquia was co-funded
by the Ashbrook Center, in partnership with the Liberty Fund. Our discussion leader was Dr. William
Allen, professor and author, who has published extensive work on George Washington and is considered 
a leading expert on liberal arts education and its history.

The weekend was a series of discussions, led by Dr. Allen, as well as tours of Valley Forge National Park
and the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge, who played host to our group for the weekend. Each day
was filled with discussions, reflections, socializing with about 20 teachers from across the country and
tours of the nearby historical sites. Along with discussions, time was given to explore the grounds of the
Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge. The foundation provides many educational opportunities for
teachers and students alike. They also serve as the home for the Medal of Honor Groves, which pay
tribute to each and every recipient of the Medal of Honor.

As the weekend concluded, I found myself feeling fulfilled. During my flight home, I found myself
reflecting on the knowledge gained, friendship forged, and even a mini-library to take home, thanks to
the generosity of the Liberty Fund.

As you begin to plan for your future professional development, consider applying for one of the
upcoming programs offered by TAH or the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge. Applications can be
found on their websites. TAH’s application for the 2020 year will be opening in the late fall. Freedoms
Foundation at Valley Forge summer programs application open in Mid-October. Or maybe sign up of a
free webinar or single-day seminars within your region.

Teaching American History project Ashbrook Center: TeachingAmericanHistory.org        
Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge: freedomsfoundation.org

  F  A  L  L     2  0  1  9      |    2  5

H O R I Z O N   Q U A R T E R L Y  



H O R I Z O N   Q U A R T E R L Y  

  F  A  L  L     2  0  1  9      |    2  6



H O R I Z O N   Q U A R T E R L Y  

MCSS endorses Tina M. Ellswortth - 

At-Large Candidate for NCSS Board of Directors

Tina M. Ellsworth currently serves as the K-12 Social Studies Coordinator for Olathe Public Schools in 
Olathe, KS where she oversees content specific professional development, curriculum development/ 
revision, resource adoption, etc. for all social studies teachers in grades K-12. Ellsworth holds a B.S. in 
Social Studies Education, a M.A. in History, and a Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction with an 
emphasis on social studies education. She has been an educator for 16 years in which time she has 
served as a middle school and high school social studies teacher, a graduate teaching assistant at the 
University of Kansas, a pre-service teacher supervisor, a senior economic education specialist at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, and in her current role. She has served as president for the 
Missouri Council for the Social Studies, and served on its board. She was an integral part in starting 
the Kansas University Council for the Social Studies, and recently helped coordinate the official launch 
of her district’s first Rho Kappa chapter! She has presented at the state and national conferences, and 
has served on state committees for social studies education. She is also published in Social Education 
and Social Studies and the Young Learner. Currently, she is organizing teachers in the Kansas City area 
who are interested learning more and advocating for racial and social justice issues. 
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An active and engaged citizenry is at the root of social studies education. As its teachers, we long to 
help young people make informed and reasoned decisions that serve the public good and preserve 
our democracy. A true commitment to this purpose first requires that teachers actively engage in 
their democracy as well. Advocacy for social studies education isn’t only about voting, fighting for 
more minutes in a day for social studies instruction, or about teaching students how to engage. 
Advocacy is seeking out your own professional development to better equip you to take informed 
action in any capacity. That new knowledge may result in action in your classroom by employing 
culturally relevant pedagogical practices; it may be pulling a colleague towards greater equity and 
inclusion in curricular choices; it may be educating administrators about restorative justice in 
discipline practices; or it may be speaking before the school board to advocate for what is best for all 
kids when structures and systems of power create barriers to fulfilling that mission. While doing this 
work is not unique to social studies teachers, it definitely should be led by them. May we stand in 
solidarity with each other as social studies teachers on behalf of all people across this great nation. 
May we lead the way in modeling what it means to be engaged citizens who are committed to 
honoring and building the capacity of every student.

  MCSS Endorses Tina M. Ellsworth  | Continued from previous page
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MCSS Mission Statement
The purpose of MCSS shall be to foster dialogue among teachers on the special mission 
of social studies, to assist teachers in teaching social studies more effectively, to 
promote student learning in social studies through quality teaching and curriculum, and 
to increase student engagement and participation for the public good.

More About MCSS
The Missouri Council for the Social Studies was founded in 1979.  We are a group of 
volunteers who have committed ourselves to educating young minds, fostering a 
collaborative partnership with other educators, and growing as both professionals and 
individuals with a passion for the social studies.
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