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The President’s Corner
By Brian Anton
MCSS President

We hope that this installment of The Horizon 
finds you healthy and well, both mentally and 
physically.  These certainly are challenging 
times for educators who are adapting to the 
circumstances that have been presented to us 
all.  Over the last month, it has been inspiring to 
see how educators at all levels have adjusted to 
the new learning environment that we have had 
to provide our students as a result of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.

On the day that we released at Purdy (we were 
at school on a Monday prior to announcing that 
we would not be back in school the next day), 
there was certainly an eerie feeling in the air.  
For many of our students, it is important to 
remember that this is the first time that they 
have experienced “the unknown” moving 
forward.  In a time when we thought that they 
would be excited to have what we thought was 
going to be a couple of weeks off, but the 
feeling that I got from most was that they were 
unsure about what happened going forward.
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Now that I have moved from the classroom to administration, it has 
been interesting to see the services that our schools provide through 
a different lens.  Schools step up in so many unnoticed ways and 
teachers are at the core of that.  Our building just isn’t the same 
without each individual student, teacher, and staff 
member-something that I hope that we remember when we get back 
to our regular routines next year.

We hope that you find some valuable resources in this issue that you 
can take with you moving forward and we appreciate all of the ways 
that you work to support your students.

Respectfully,

Brian Anton
MCSS President
Twitter:  @briankanton
Email:  anton6984@gmail.com
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Dear MCSS Members:

As I write to you from my new classroom setting (today it is the kitchen counter, tomorrow it may be the 
front porch...my workspace floats from day to day), I am thinking about the great educators of Missouri 
who are teaching virtually, connecting with students via email and phone, and are creating engaging 
lessons for our kids.  We are part of the largest social experiment in the history of education.  We are on 
the front line of pedagogy trial and error.  We are doing, not waiting.  I am proud to be part of MCSS 
because of the commitment of teachers like yourself that are continuing to educate our students with new 
technology, by old-fashioned mail correspondence, or by waving at our students from the streets.  We 
keep teaching because that is what we do.

Please realize that you are not alone in this experiment.  MCSS is committed to providing resources to all 
of its members.  We are posting free resources on our Facebook page, on Twitter, and on our website.  
MCSS members are ready to offer suggestions or just “talk shop”.  You may be the only social studies 
teacher in your department or from a large school that has many teachers, it does not matter.  MCSS is all 
about being part of something larger than ourselves with a mission of combining resources and collective 
thoughts and ideas to make each member more equipped to face the challenge of the 21st century 
classroom.

At the end of the day, we now know more than we did at the beginning of all of this distance learning.  We 
now are Zoom experts, Google Classroom scholars, and EdPuzzle veterans.  Screencastify is on speed 
dial.  We are the very definition of growth mindset mixing in academic tenacity and grit in the process.  
Great teachers grow each day and are consistently looking for new strategies to educate our students.  I 
have tried Kialo, Insert Learning, Parlay, Readworks, and Loom with my students for the first time with 
varying degrees of success.  It has been fun and trying; exhilarating and frustrating; feelings of 
accomplishment and unfulfillment at the same.  Because of this, we are better teachers because of it but I 
sure can’t wait to see my students in my classroom learning and having fun.  

Take care and stay safe.

Best regards,

Dr. Rhett Oldham

H O R I Z O N  Q U A R T E R L Y 

Letter from the President Elect
Dr. Rhett Oldham



Letter from the Past President
By Jeff Benes

Letter from the Past President:

What a beautiful spring morning I write this on. With luck, this finds you active in your chosen career.  
Despite the beauty of the season, what is troubling about this time is the uncertainty. That won’t go away, 
but we can look to the past for guidance. I have heard “unprecedented” bandied around a lot, but the truth 
is, this isn’t unprecedented. We have had national struggles before, but many of our students many not 
know about the sacrifices and rationing made by our country during the Depression and World War II, 
among other times.

To allow ourselves and our students to understand the past and the present better, the World War I 
museum offers articles and resources about the 1918 flu pandemic. My own personal neighbor speaks of 
missing months of school with scarlet fever, polio outbreaks, and other community diseases. Scholastic also 
published a kids story called One For Sorrow set in 1918, and the stories it shares of schools shutting down, 
the inability of masks to protect, and the ever present fear of the unknown rang in my ears.  John Barry’s 
The Great Influenza is a well-documented, well written piece of medical history that is incredibly readable.

After watching a recent segment of “CBS Sunday Morning” with Max Brooks speaking to his father Mel 
Brooks through a window, I picked up World War Z. It is about the viral spread, the search for patient zero, 
the attempts to quarantine, and this guy had it down. 

The present too is a lesson being presented to us in terms or both strong and weak leadership. Reframe 
your outlook: We are seeing challenges to federal authority, testing the bedrock guarantees of democracy, 
questioning the social need for community policies, and learning a great deal about civics. Logistics, 
government policy, individual liberties, state versus federal authority, the psychology of isolation, the 
sociology of groups, etc. There are so many lessons being presented for us to help our students in our fields. 

I know we like to know the schedule for the upcoming week, because we are planners. However, we have to 
turn our eyes not to the ground in front of us, but up. We must realize that we are living in a period ripe for 
our field. No, this isn’t unprecedented. We just need to look back in our history books, to acknowledge our 
past and explore the present to see that we will be just fine on the other side.  We are all in this together. 

 
Peace, 
Jeff Benes
Past President
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Notice of Elections

The Missouri Council for the Social Studies Board of Directors will have the Board positions 
listed below open for reelection in January of 2021. Please review the details of the position, 
forecast your ability to commit to the position, and please consider running for a position on 
the Board.

The Board meets approximately four times a year, generally in the Jefferson City area, on 
Saturdays, traditionally. The expectation is also for Board members to attend the Annual 
Conference, traditionally in late winter, and in different locations around the state, at the 
member’s cost. The Board has explored virtual meetings and does a lot of work via the 
internet, but organizational bylaws require in-person meetings three times a year. The Board 
is a volunteer position and can be very time-consuming. This job requires time and passion, 
but the work can be incredibly rewarding. 

Regional Delegates shall assist by sitting on committees, representing their geographic 
regions (as designated by their school’s zip code). They may also be tapped to assist in 
planning regional conferences. These positions will be a two-year term. All three regions will 
have one delegate position open for election each year: 

63 Delegate -- 64 Delegate -- 65 Delegate

Delegate At Large is open to any member, regardless of region, and serves a three-year 
term.

The Vice President positions shall be responsible for specific standing committees and 
responsible for filing reports on behalf of the committee. These positions will be a two-year 
term. The following positions for Vice President are up for election: 

● Vice President of Publications is chiefly responsible for compiling articles to be used 
in our quarterly publication, Horizon, and then creating the final document for 
distribution to our membership.

Please consider joining the Board and being a part of Social Studies in Missouri. 
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Elementary Social Studies Resources
By Jessica Barnes

Social Studies education is critical at all grade levels.  This graphic from 2018 from the CCSSO 
(Council of Chief State School Officers) illustrates the Marginalization of Social Studies.  Therefore, 
the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) worked with Missouri 
educators to recently made NEW resources for Grades 3-8 to help address this issue.  Here’s the 
scoop! 

First of all, according to Dixie Grupe, Social Studies Director at the Missouri Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education, there are “no additional, state-level summative social 
studies assessments planned this year or in the anticipated future.”  Instead, they have created 
ARPs, or “Assessment Resource Packets.”  These packets contain for teachers one or two 
essential questions, grade level Missouri Learning Standards, and a brief historical context section 
in the teacher notes to provide background.  For students, they get a description of the topic, a 
timeline, and a list of sources.  With these ARPs, there are multiple choice, technology enhanced, 
and critical response items.  

Essentially, they are a series of questions and stimuli for students to practice not only social studies 
content, but critical thinking skills.  Additionally, the ARPs are parallel to the high school EOCs, or 
End-Of-Course assessments. The goal is within the next year there will be 30+ sets available on a 
wide variety of topics!  

So how do you get these?  They have been released on the DRC website and the information went 
to your DTC, or District Test Coordinator on 1/31/2020.  There are more ARPs that will be added 
throughout the year.  You can also see some questions yourself here.  

These resources would be fantastic to use as bellringers, closures, cooperative team questions, or 
even the teacher’s own assessments in the classroom.  Do these ARPs with your students!  Good, 
free resources are always welcome in our classrooms.  Remember, more will be added throughout 
the year!   
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https://ccsso.org/resource-library/marginalization-social-studies
https://ccsso.org/resource-library/marginalization-social-studies
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/MO/portals/mo/ott2?index=2&adminId=526927
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Technology Resource Databases to Use as You Teach Remotely
Author: Jordan McGaughey; Coordinator of K-12 Social Studies - Rockwood School District
Twitter Handle: @mcgaugheyj

Recently, Governor Parson and DESE issued a joint announcement that all Missouri schools 
will continue to teach remotely for the duration of the 2019-2020 academic year. With the 
uncertainty that all Missouri districts are currently facing as we teach remotely while 
combating the spread of Covid-19, many teachers have continued to teach through online 
structures that, until this point, may have been largely unfamiliar to them. Further, while 
teachers have worked to equitably and meaningful provide learning opportunities to their 
students in remote settings, many teachers are also balancing teaching and raising their own 
children at home or navigating other circumstances that were most likely unforseen as 
recently as a month ago.

As teachers work to navigate their own “new normals” with regards to teaching virtually, 
many companies, districts, regional professional development centers, and even states have 
answered the call to assist with providing access to virtual learning databases of resources 
that teachers can lean on during these times. Below, I wanted to share some high quality 
databases of tech resources that social studies teachers at all levels can utilize with their 
students to effectively create meaningful learning experiences through our period of remote 
learning. These databases are consistently updated to meet teacher needs, and will 
continue to be updated into the future should the need arise again in the future to teach 
virtually/remotely in the coming months or year.

1)  #SSChat “Resources for Teaching Remotely” Database: If you are active on Twitter, you 
may check or contribute to the popular running chat on #SSChat. #SSChat is the 
official social studies hashtag that teachers from around the world utilize to share 
social studies best practices on Twitter. Through the database linked above, teachers 
who contribute to #SSChat have created a database of tech resources specifically 
designed for remote learning. The database linked above is filled with high quality 
resources, and are continuously updated.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H5RxqUxApem8vq3UWX3QpHoGgXRBtPSErf5O5ITCkrk/edit
https://twitter.com/hashtag/sschat?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/sschat?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/sschat?src=hashtag_click
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2)   SSHRC Resources for Alternative Learning: The St. Louis Historical Research 
Consortium (or SSHRC) is a collection of K-12 Social Studies Coordinators for St. Louis 
area school districts. Recently, SSHRC created and shared resource recommendations 
for teaching remotely with St. Louis area teachers to help give teachers a base of 
resources for teaching virtually. Like the database shared above, this resource is 
updated consistently, and all resources have been vetted and utilized by the school 
districts who are sharing the resources within the database. 

3)  DESE Recommendations for Remote Learning: DESE has also pushed out 
recommendations for resources to utilize while Missouri districts engage in remote 
learning. 

Finally, if you have access to resource databases that you deem to be of great value to 
you and your students, please share them with us after navigating our resource 
database recommendations. During these uncertain times, we must all lean on each 
other for support and be willing and able to share our knowledge, expertise and talents 
with each other.

Take care, stay healthy, and wash those hands!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15kfQIEt1NumwcLIu52-g4jrRASlxsCq7rNZV8ct-J8Y/edit
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/supports-remote-teaching-and-learning#mini-panel-curriculum-covid19-information-a8
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Resources to Support Alternative/Remote Learning  
for  Spring 2020

Board members have put resources together in a Google Doc to 
support educators during the stay at home order. It is our hope that 

you find the suggestions, ideas, and resources helpful.  

You can access the Google Doc provided in the link below:   

Resources for Alternative/At Home Learning

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jZmRaxuzHSZfPBSoUEKyByYFDaKoCPQF2ikYMB_m9UQ/edit
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Bicentennial Projects

Missouri Encyclopedia
The online Missouri Encyclopedia, a project of the State Historical Society of Missouri, will 
provide users easy access to authoritative information on the history and culture of Missouri. As 
an online resource, the Missouri Encyclopedia will be available to users throughout Missouri and 
far beyond the state’s borders. It will provide a comprehensive treatment of the state, while 
taking into account unique and distinctive aspects of local community life across Missouri’s 
tremendous regional diversity in geography, environment, cultural heritage, and social customs. 
https://missouriencyclopedia.org/

National History Day in Missouri Show-Me Prize
The State Historical Society of Missouri’s Show-Me Prize encourages National History Day in 
Missouri students to investigate a key development in Missouri history or explore how a 
Missourian contributed to a significant national or international event. Students chosen for the 
prize receive $50, learn more about their state, and have a chance to see their work included in 
Missouri’s bicentennial observances. The NHD theme for 2021 is Communication in History. 
https://www.nhdmo.org/                                  

Missouri Bicentennial Resources

August 10, 2021, will mark the two hundredth 
anniversary of Missouri’s entry as the 24th state to 
enter the United States. A state with many different 
regional cultures, geographies, and industries, 
each Missouri community, county, and region has a 
story to tell about its people, their history, their 
commerce, and their culture. By celebrating the 
accomplishments and diversity of all these regions, 
we help create a better understanding of our one 
Missouri and the ties that bind us together.

The mission of Missouri 2021 is to promote a 
better understanding of Missouri and its regions, 
communities, and people, both past and present. 
The Missouri Bicentennial provides opportunities 
for citizens to celebrate, explore, and share 
perspectives on the state’s rich history and culture.

continued on next page

https://missouriencyclopedia.org/
https://www.nhdmo.org/
https://www.nhdmo.org/
https://www.nhdmo.org/
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Poster contest
Missouri students can help the Missouri Bicentennial Commission commemorate the state's 
200th anniversary by submitting a design concept for the Missouri Bicentennial poster. Four 
concepts will be chosen, with each winner receiving $200 and a certificate acknowledging 
his/her achievement, as well as an invitation to attend the poster unveiling. 
https://missouri2021.org/bicentennial-poster/

Missouri Bicentennial calendar of events
https://missouri2021.org/bicentennial-events/

Curriculum activities
The Missouri Council for History Education announces their partnership with the State Historical 
Society of Missouri and the Missouri Humanities Council to celebrate our state's bicentennial 
and provide classroom teachers with materials that they can incorporate to improve student 
understanding of our state's unique history.

Authors, Dr. Gary McKiddy, past president of MOCHE, and Francine Davis, past secretary of 
MOCHE developed a series lesson plans for elementary school teachers to use in their 
classrooms. These lessons are free to the public and can be modified by the instructor to fits the 
needs of his/her students.
https://www.mohistoryeducation.org/missouri-bicentennial-resources

Missouri Bicentennial Resources  | Continued from previous page

https://missouri2021.org/bicentennial-poster/
https://missouri2021.org/bicentennial-events/
https://www.mohistoryeducation.org/missouri-bicentennial-resources
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National History Day in Missouri, 2020-2021

National History Day (NHD) is a year-long academic program focused on historical research, interpretation and 
creative expression for 6th- to 12th-grade students. By participating in NHD, students become writers, 
filmmakers, web designers, playwrights and artists as they create unique contemporary expressions of history. 
The experience culminates in a series of contests at the local and affiliate levels and an annual national 
competition in the nation's capital in June.

National History Day in Missouri, launched in 1980, is the state affiliate of National History Day.  Each year, nearly 
half a million students nationwide—grades 6 to 12—participate in this innovative educational program. They 
conduct extensive research on a historical subject that they choose and present findings their way by creating 
documentaries, exhibits, papers, performances or websites, all while meeting Missouri Learning Standards.

The 2021 theme is Communication in History: The Key to Understanding. During the 2020-2021 academic 
year, NHD students will explore topics relating to the theme Communication in History: The Key to 
Understanding. This theme asks students to consider how people exchange information and interact with 
each other. Students have the chance to explore how the methods and modes of communication have 
changed over time, and how they have shaped the present. Major inventions like the telephone, the 
telegraph, and the television stand out in our minds as obvious examples of how communication has 
changed over time. Yet, communication is more than just these inventions. It is about how words, 
thoughts, or ideas are exchanged throughout history.

NHD in Missouri: https://www.nhdmo.org/about-us.html

2021 theme sheet: https://www.nhd.org/sites/default/files/2021%20Theme%20Narrative.pdf

https://www.nhdmo.org/about-us.html
https://www.nhd.org/sites/default/files/2021%20Theme%20Narrative.pdf


Membership Update

We are so thankful for a wonderful conference in St. Louis in February! Thank you to the MCSS 

Board for the wonderful leadership.

Welcome to MCSS ALL YOU FANTASTIC SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTORS from Kirksville, 

.Sturgeon, Pleasant Hope, St. Louis, Dexter, Montgomery City, Wentzville, Ballwin, Sedalia, 

Springfield, Harrisonville, La Tour, Norborne, Blue Springs, Pleasant Hill, Oak Grove, Dardenne 

Prairie, Warrensburg, Wildwood, Lee's Summit, Marshfield, St Charles, Ferguson, Florissant, 

Bonne Terre, Benton, Rock Port, Cape Girardeau, Jackson, Frontenac, Eureka, Jackson, 

Wappapello, Sikeston, Poplar Bluff, Malden, Maryville, Cottleville, Lewistown, Macks Creek, 

Lebanon, Des Peres, Sikeston, Ohio, Imperial, Gower, Bland, Boonville, AND many other 

communities!! MCSS is better because of your involvement!! Stay in contact with MCSS on 

Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter!

 SHARE your experience with others in your school family and bring them next year!! I am so 

eagerly anticipating our 2021 Missouri Council for the Social Studies Conference in Columbia!

Pam Stafford, VP of Membership, 2020-2021
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Using PBS Learning Media as a Means for Delivering Instruction Remotely

Dr. Angela Danley, Associate Professor and Undergraduate Program Coordinator of Elementary 
Education - University of Central Missouri

The PBS Learning Media website is a useful resource for teachers  across all grade level PreK-112th grade.  
The resources on the website are free to access,  

What is available on PBS Learning Media?

There are resources for each content area.  Resources include videos, lesson plans,  interactive lessons, 
audio, media gallery, and much more.    

What is available for Social Studies?

The PBS Learning Media website has resources for the Social Strands:  Civics and Government, 
Economics, Geography, US History, and World History.  

How do you access the resources?

When visiting the PBS Learning Media website, you can search by subjects, grade level bands, standards, 
and there is a section for students to explore.  

I recommend visiting the  PreK-12 Resources for Emergency Closings Link first.  You will find Prek and K 
printables and Grades 1-2 packets and aslo information on resources in Spanish.   
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/emergency-closings-collection/

After reading through the useful tips then begin exploring the resources for Social Studies and other content 
areas for Pre K-12th grade.  https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/.  The US History and World History is 
broken down into time periods, which makes it easy to find a resource.  
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MCSS Legislative Report
By Erin Townsend
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Here are some top things to know from DESE and our MO Legislative Branch in this unprecedented 
time:

● Spring state testing is cancelled for Spring 2020: As Commissioner VanDeven shared on March 
30, “ “There is a time and a place for statewide required assessments and now is not the time. 
Effective immediately, Missouri will be cancelling statewide required assessments for this school 
year.”

● No APR will be collected this year due to the lack of state testing data. DESE is working to put 
plans in place for the last cycle of MSIP 5 and the first cycle of MSIP 6 acknowledging the lack of 
Spring 2020 testing data. 

● Students enrolled in EOC courses in 2019-2020 will be assigned a special exemption code that 
will follow them throughout their HS career, ensuring they are still eligible for on-time graduation 
without EOC scores in these courses from the 2019-2020 school year. 

● On April 2nd, Governor Parsons approved the following exemptions:
○ Graduating Seniors completing personal finance in Spring 2020
○ Graduating Seniors completing CPR and Heimlich maneuver in Spring 2020
○ Graduating Seniors taking the Missouri and US Constitution test in Spring 2020

■ This does NOT apply to Freshman-Juniors who are currently enrolled.  They will still 
be required to take the Missouri and US Constitution before graduation. 

Continued on next page

I could never have imagined what my next Legislative Corner would 
entail after our January edition.  In January, we were sharing great PD 
for the summer and additional resources for teachers to continue 
growing their teacher toolbox.  However, as social distancing and 
stay-at-home orders are the new norm, lots of things are changing for 
teachers and students around the state.  



On April 9, Governor Parson closed all Missouri schools for in-person instruction for the remainder 
of the 2019-2020 school year. 

*If you are interested in reading the full memo of cancellations and information from DESE, please check 
the following resources: 

● DESE Cancellation Memo-April 3, 2020
● DESE COVID-19 Homepage of Resources

As always, you can keep track of what is going on in the Missouri Legislature from Missouri Bill Tracker, MO 
Bill Tracker throughout this season.   Stay safe, stay well, and we hope to see you again in person soon!

-Erin Townsend, 64 Delegate

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Write for the Horizon Quarterly
Share your teaching ideas and your passion for Social Studies 

with fellow teachers

This is YOUR quarterly publication and we would love to hear 
from you!  Have an idea to share?  We want to publish it!  Have a 

lesson to share?  We want to share it!  Have a  story to share 
about Social Studies?  This is your opportunity to share it!

                                                   mosocialstudies@gmail.com

https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/Testing-Cancelling-Graduation-Requirements.pdf
https://dese.mo.gov/communications/coronavirus-covid-19-information
https://house.mo.gov/LegislationSP.aspx
https://house.mo.gov/LegislationSP.aspx
mailto:mosociailstudies@gmail.com


Resources on Trauma Informed Care and Mindfulness

Dr. Angela Danley, Associate Professor and Undergraduate Program Coordinator of Elementary 
Education, University of Central Missouri

As an associate professor in teacher education, I have been given the opportunity to 
serve on the UCM’s College of Education’s Trauma Informed Care Team.  This team 
provides resources to our instructors and teacher candidates.  I want to bring 
attention to two valuable websites which includes  several resources for teachers.  

The first website is Trauma Sensitive Schools 
(https://traumasensitiveschools.org/).  We all know that trauma comes in different 
forms and  everyone reacts to trauma differently.  During this remote learning time, 
it is important to continue to reach out to all families. “Maintaining the ongoing 
connection can help to buffer the traumatic stress, help students calm themselves to 
learn, and encourage them to look forward enthusiastically to returning to school” 
(Trauma Learning Policy Initiative, 2020).  The article,  Priority for 
Trauma-Sensitive Remote Learning: Keeping Connections Strong is well worth the 
read.  The article addresses solutions to questions that many educators have asked.  
Keeping Connection Strong.

The second website is connected to mindfulness.  During this time of uncertainty, it 
is important to practice self care and help students find ways to practice self care.  
Each day, the trauma informed care team in the College of Education sends out 
mindful messages.  Many of the ideas come from Mindful Teachers.  This website 
includes resources from videos  to activities on practicing mindfulness.   

Regardless of the content area one teaches,  these resources can serve as a valuable 
tool during this time to support students and colleagues.
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https://traumasensitiveschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Trauma-Sensitive-Remote-Learning.pdf
http://www.mindfulteachers.org/p/start-here.html
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
Patrick Dent

Patrick Dent is a high school teacher at William Chrisman High School 
in Independence, Missouri. He currently teaches multiple sessions of 
American History and World History classes. He is a graduate of the 
University of Missouri and is a proud member of MCSS. Mr. Dent is a 
veteran of the U.S. Air Force, and has been a member of the education 
ranks for the past five years. He is also an assistant coach to the 
Truman High School Soccer team (Chrisman’s sister school) and an 
assistant coach for Chrisman’s track & field.

H O R I Z O N   Q U A R T E R L Y  

When did you decide to become a teacher, and why did you choose this field? 
I was on my last deployment in Manas, Kyrgyzstan for the United States Air Force as a Security Forces 
(Military police Officer) Staff Sergeant and I decided then that I did not want to do the Air Force for 20 
years of my life.  So, I applied to my dream school, the University of Missouri-Columbia, why I was on 
deployment. I only had about four months left until my enlistment was up.  I was accepted to the school to 
become a teacher. The reason that I chose education and specifically Social Studies was because a great 
Social Studies teacher that I had in high school, who was a positive influence, Steven Pryor.  We both still 
keep in touch, even though I graduated high school 16 years ago, he is now a principal and still a great role 
model for students, as well as, a great family man.  

What is your favorite thing about teaching at your school and/or your content area? 
I love the connections that I have made at my school and the direct leadership that I have above me, 
starting with my department chair and my immediate supervisor who accepted me with open arms when I 
arrived and let me thrive in my classroom. I was able to teach the way that I see best fits for me and my 
students and it helped with an easy transition to a new school this year.

What do you like most about teaching?  
I love being able to make a positive impact on students' lives and the connections that I make outside of 
the classroom through coaching sports and taking students on summer National Parks trips.  I love getting 
to know the students and what they would like to do once they leave high school and to be able to help 
them guide them to their endeavors after high school. 

Continued on next page
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Know a teacher who
deserves a spotlight?

Let us know! They may be 
featured in an upcoming issue!

Email us at mosocialstudies@gmail.com

How would you define your personal educational philosophy?  
My personal education philosophy is one of student discovery.  I love in my classroom when students ask 
deeper questions about whatever topic is being covered and then as a class we all dive in deeper to the 
question and look for answers to their questions.  Students soon realize that the decisions that people 
have made in History aren't always the easiest to answer and the obstacles that might have been in place 
when the decisions were being made. 

How do you organize your classroom?
I organize my classroom in a way that students are easily able to collaborate with one another. I like 
students to have the ability to be able to move around in the classroom and to be able to work with their 
peers. 

Teacher Spotlight  | Continued from previous page

mailto:mosocialstudies@gmail.com
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COVID-19 Journal With a Twist
By:  Dr. Rhett Oldham

There have been many journals that have been circulating around the web concerning students creating a 
COVID-19 journal to record their thoughts and feelings during this unprecedented pandemic and I think 
that is a good idea.  Students should have something to reflect back on years later that they can show 
their children and grandchildren.  However, many students can’t look that far in the future and just see a 
journal as another writing assignment.  So I developed a journal that incorporates more than just the 
traditional writing.  

The COVID-19 Journal https://tinyurl.com/y87odfm4 has many features that students are familiar with and 
can navigate rather easily.  Each day has a different task and can be completed in less than 20 minutes 
so the time constraints are so great that students will balk at completing each day.  This is a 7-day 
assignment but you can modify the length and the type of assignments.

● Day One:  Describe your experience in the CoronaVirus but you are only allowed to use 
pictures.  One must be of yourself and you should have 7 pictures minimum  The students 
really enjoyed this one and I had fun grading this day.

● Day Two:  Students will choose an article from Fox News and MSNBC describing COVID-19.  
Examine the article for bias for or against the President.  Provide similarities and/or 
differences  I did modify this assignment by allowing students to watch video clips and compare as 
opposed to reading.  You can probably guess that my students didn’t necessarily like this day as 
much as Day 1.

● Day Three:  Food Day:  Compare what you ate today versus what you would have eaten 
before the pandemic. Two food pictures for each along with your journal entry  This day 
turned out to be really fun because the students found pictures of cafeteria trays and school lunch 
items like square pizza!

● Day Four:  School versus Home:  Describe the biggest differences you observe about being 
at home all the time versus being at school.  You can only use emojis to describe your 
feelings.  Must use at least 7 emojis  Students can use their own emojis or emojis from a website 
called “The Noun Project” which has thousands of emojis.  Students did tell me they would have 
liked to write somewhere explaining why they used a particular emoji and I tend to agree with them.

Continued on next page

https://tinyurl.com/y87odfm4
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COVID-19 Journal  With A Twist | Continued from Previous Page

● Day Five:  Fifty years from now, you will be talking to your Grandchildren about the CoronaVirus and 
the quarantine.  What do you think you will remember the most?  You will show your Grandkids 
pictures as well.  Take five pictures now to include in your story later  This is a two-part assignment 
and definitely made my students think.  They had fun with this one and I really liked the pictures many of 
them chose.

● Day Six:  What I Miss the Most:  Describe what you miss and why.  Use three pictures along with your 
journal entry  Students are really missing a lot during this pandemic so the pictures used along with the 
writing were significant.

● Day Seven:  Look at the Bingo Chart.  How many of these can you circle?  I had the students give me 
suggestions for the Bingo Chart and we created one.  This was a fun one to talk about on the Zoom call but 
so many of the boxes are shared experiences.

Ironically, after my students completed their journals, they told me they wished more writing was required!  I 
checked the assignments each day and, as you would expect, some students did work on it each day, while others 
waited until the end and did all the days at once.  Regardless of the method, the conversations after the assignment 
were interesting and students were engaged.  
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Even though we are living in times of uncertainty, we still live in a wonderful world.  
Take time to enjoy a run, a walk, a bike ride to reflect on the many blessings around 
you.  Need a relaxing activity, download this coloring sheet from Classroom Doodles. 

  And I think to myself what a wonderful world   

Also take time to listen to What a Wonderful World by Louis Armstrong 
What a Wonderful World

http://www.classroomdoodles.com/uploads/2/6/1/6/26162462/armstrongwonderfulworld_2_orig.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=22&v=2nGKqH26xlg&feature=emb_logo
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The purpose of MCSS shall be to foster dialogue among teachers on the special mission 
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More About MCSS
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