
Missouri Council for the Social Studies 2018 Conference 
Breakout and Workshop Schedule 

Friday, February 23 & Saturday, February 24, 2018 
 
Friday Breakout Session 1 (9:00-9:50) 
 
Auditorium: 
When Language Fails: Teaching War on a Human Scale--Matt Shomaker (Clinton Middle 
School) 
U.S. History, World History, Geography; Middle School, High School 
 
George Washington once wrote, “My first wish is to see this plague of mankind, war, banished 
from the earth.”  War impacts environments, communities, the arts, the mind, and the body. 
However, students often think about war as a strictly military affair.  This session asks, how can 
teachers lead students to a deeper understanding of war’s impact?  Using fiction and non-fiction 
sources, art, photography, mapping, and research, this session will explore how to shift the 
focus of wars throughout history from military maneuvers to catastrophic events that scarred the 
landscape, but altered everyone it touched. 
 
Auditorium Lobby: 
The War in Europe - Evaluating Historical Decisions During World War II--Alexis Small 
(Smithville High School) 
U.S. History, World History; Middle School, High School 
 
World War II presented American political and military leaders with difficult choices. Even after 
careful study and deliberation, many situations arose where leaders had to make a decision 
where there was no clear “correct” choice. Many of these decisions required leaders to consider 
America’s value of liberty and personal security while maintaining the security of troops and the 
nation.  In this session, you will engage in a lesson that you can immediately use in your 7 – 
12th-grade classroom. You will also receive a curriculum kit from the National World War II 
Museum that includes five lessons and materials. Also, you can learn how you can attend a 
summer program at the World War II Museum as part of the teacher institute and even go to 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, for free. 
 
Classroom: 
The Great Debate--Summer Carter (SocialStudies.com) 
U.S. History, Government/Civics; Middle School, High School 
 
The history of the United States can be seen as a persistent debate carried out by citizens’ 
discourse over four sets of value tensions: law vs. ethics, private wealth vs. common wealth, 
freedom vs. equality, and unity vs. diversity. Understanding, reconciling, and balancing each set 
of values in creative and productive ways is the genius, and the paradox, of the democratic 



mind. In this session we will explore how to apply the value tensions to historical case studies 
and contemporary issues. Leave with 2 month access to The Idea of America digital curriculum. 
 
Conference Room: 
Propaganda and Refugees--Rhonda Koppelmann (Rolla Jr. High School) 
World History, Sociology; Middle School, High School 
 
Participants will learn about the Transatlantic Outreach Program and their work to sponsor 
teachers on a two week learning trip through Germany.  The session will focus on the 
presenters experience, how information gleaned from the summer 2017 trip helped to bring to 
light the plight of refugees fleeing into Germany, and Germany's goal of ensuring dignity to all. 
Presenter will share her authentic lesson plan, guiding students in awareness of the situation 
and aiding students in analysis of propaganda and government's role in regard to free speech.  
 

 
 
Friday Breakout Session 2 (10:00-10:50) 
 
Auditorium: 
What, Why, and How?:  Project Based Learning in the Social Studies Classroom--Brian 
Anton (Forsyth High School) 
Government/Civics, Economics, General; Middle School, High School 
 
The focus on 21st Century skills, student creation, collaboration, and choice create an excellent 
opportunity for incorporating Project Based Learning (PBL) into the classroom.  This session will 
include a discussion on what Project Based Learning is, its effectiveness in regard to student 
engagement and achievement, the process of developing a project based curriculum and 
include the opportunity to have questions answered from a classroom teacher’s perspective. 
 
Auditorium Lobby: 
The Four Cs and Civic Responsibility--Kip Smilie, Derek Frieling, & Debby Bogle Irvine 
(Missouri Western State University) 
U.S. History, Government/Civics, Economics; Elementary, Middle School, High School 
 
K-12 social studies teachers are currently tasked with teaching students both the skills found 
within the 4 Cs and in promoting civic responsibility. This presentation aims to provide hands-on 
instructional strategies and learning activities integrating both goals. First, we offer a lesson plan 
intended for upper elementary/middle school students involving decision-making for distributing 
House Appropriations money. Second, we offer a lesson plan intended for high school students 
involving decision-making in rewriting the U.S. Constitution. In both lesson plans we hope to 
present practical and effective ways to balance instruction both within the 4 Cs and in promoting 
civic responsibility. 
 



Classroom: 
BE the Change:  Using the National Geographic Geo-Inquiry Process to Affect Change in 
Your School & Community--Joy Bess, Kelsey Ehmke, & Kelly Off (Columbia Public 
Schools; Gentry Middle School) 
Government/Civics, Geography, General; Middle School, High School 
 
Are you looking for ways to help your students BE the change they wish to see in the world? 
National Geographic has developed the Geo-Inquiry Process to help students observe their 
environments, analyze patterns & space, and make connections between the human and 
natural worlds which then lead to changes in their school & community.  We will show you how 
we used the Geo-Inquiry Process to make changes within our middle school and how excited 
students are to now tackle problems within our community and state using the five-step process 
of:  Ask; Collect; Visualize; Create; and most importantly, ACT! 
 
Conference Room: 
Virtual Field Trips--Matthew Van Horn (Saeger Middle School) 
General; All 
 
Virtual field trips allow learners to engage with and to learn about authentic artifacts and to 
explore places important to their discipline of study and consistent with their individual learning 
needs. During a virtual field trip students can be guided through museums, historical 
documents, national monuments and agencies or organizations specific to the course content. 
In this session, we will explore various types (preexisting vs original content), methods on 
personalization and creation, and possibilities for opportunities outside of the classroom setting 
and collaborate with others on various possibilities within your content. 
 

 
 
Friday Breakout Session 3 (11:00-11:50) 
 
Auditorium: 
How to Use Case Studies to Teach Your Content--Mindy Wheeler, Jeff Benes, Kurt 
Koenig, Melanie Barron & George Ferris (North Kansas City Schools) 
General; Middle School, High School 
 
Case studies are primarily used to focus a unit on depth not breadth. This course will help you 
learn how plan a unit with an emphasis on problem solving, using analytical tools, and decision 
making in complex situations for your students. Join us to help your kids learn to use social 
studies skills they can implement throughout other courses and situations. 
 
 
 
 



Auditorium Lobby: 
The Great Terror: Then and Now--Kerri Flynn & Allison Graves (Washington High School) 
U.S. History, World History, Government/Civics, Sociology; Middle School, High School 
 
We will examine the impact of Stalin’s “Great Terror” on Ukrainian kulaks and Soviet civilians 
during the 1930s using photo analysis, testimony, and literature. By exploring the policies and 
propaganda of Soviet Communism, we will endeavor to understand how 10 million people were 
killed through starvation, show trials and executions, and the Gulag system.  We will then draw 
connections to communism in China and North Korea, connecting the past to the present and 
allowing us to reflect on security and liberties in these societies. Participants will leave with 
ready-to-use lessons and activities, including the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation 
Curriculum. 
 
Classroom: 
Your Room is Where It Happens-Actively Teach Hamilton's Bank--Eva Johnston (Federal 
Reserve Bank of St. Louis) 
U.S. History, Economics; Middle School, High School 
 
Your room will be where it happens!  Participate in an activity to help your students’ gain an 
understanding of what borrowing was like in the 1790s before and after banks were readily 
available during two rounds of role play.  Read excerpts from Secretary of the Treasury 
Alexander Hamilton’s 1790 report to Congress in which he proposes a national bank and why 
Thomas Jefferson’s opposed the first national bank.  Using the evidence provided, students can 
debate and take a stand as to which view they prefer. A copy of the lesson will be given to all 
who attend. 
 
Conference Room: 
Teachers Travel Free Through Grant funded PD--Rhonda Koppelmann & Kevin 
Koppelman (Rolla Jr. High/Bourbon High School) 
General; All 
 
Enhance your knowledge and teaching techniques with unique travel experiences that are of 
little or no cost to the teacher. Come learn about our experiences with grant funded professional 
development. We will share resources and tips for those interested in traveling the world in 
attempt to broaden their knowledge and make learning relevant and meaningful to students. 
Participants will leave this session with a vast list of travel opportunities and tips presenters 
have used to successfully travel the US and the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Friday Breakout Session 4 (1:00-1:50) 
 
Auditorium: 
Using Technology and Games to Hyperdrive Your Classroom--Rhett Oldham (Ste. 
Genevieve R-II School District) 
U.S. History, World History, Geography; Middle School, High School, Preservice 
 
Technology can be used in so many ways and with so many options, it can be difficult to find the 
right tools in your classroom.   Games are fun but how can they be effectively incorporated in 
your classroom effectively?  In this session, educators will be introduced to technology that is 
sure to get your students excited about learning and games that students cannot wait to play 
again.   This session will definitely be about instructional strategy that you can implement 
immediately in your classroom and you will be glad you did...and you might meet someone from 
another country as well! 
 
Auditorium Lobby: 
MCSS Unconference/Roundtables--Erin Townsend, Eric Langhorst & Colleen Skiles 
(Missouri Council for the Social Studies) 
General; All 
 
Come and share your best practices and resources with others in this "unconference" style 
session.  Shared resources will be shared on a Google Doc, then added to the MCSS website. 
Faciliitators:  Colleen Skiles (Missouri Council for the Social Studies), Eric Langhorst (American 
History), Erin Townsend (Elementary).  Other topics will be added based on interest of 
attendees. 
 
Classroom: 
Free International Teacher Travel: Discovering Liberty and Security in Europe and Asia: 
1945 and Today--Kate Sutter & Liz Hutton  (Lebanon R-3 School District) 
U.S. History, World History, General; Middle School, High School 
 
Kate Sutter and Liz Hutton will discuss the Transatlantic Outreach Program and the Keizai Koho 
Fellowship, which sponsor teacher trips to Germany and Japan each summer. They also 
traveled together to Poland with the Lowell Milken Center in Ft. Scott, KS. They'll share about 
the trips, including the educational process in those nations, a refugee camp, some heroic acts 
during the Holocaust and more. There will be free lesson materials available and they can also 
discuss the application process for future applicants! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Conference Room: 
Flipping Government - Using the In-Class Flip in a Social Studies Classroom--Bethany 
Petty (Central R-III School District) 
U.S. History, World History, Government/Civics, General; Middle School, High School, 
Post-secondary 
 
Flipping Government will be an intense and upbeat 50 minute session in with attendees will 
learn the "nuts and bolts" of flipping a Social Studies classroom. Teachers will learn about the 
"traditional" flip and the "in-class" flip, as well as tools, tips, and tricks for how to implement the 
flip to enhance the learning environment.  
 

 
 
Friday Breakout Session 5 (2:00-2:50) 
 
Auditorium: 
Defending Liberty in Public Schools:  Fighting Against Censorship of Books and Fighting 
For Access to Books--Carolyn Carlson (Washburn University) 
General; All 
 
Each year, books are challenged and/or banned from public schools. Removing books restricts 
students’ abilities to read and reflect upon these texts. Further, all students need to see 
themselves in literature – sometimes those “controversial” texts are the ones that students can 
relate to the most. In addition, other students (not those necessarily with the same 
characteristics as the ones in the text) can learn from reading these texts to develop an 
understanding and an appreciation of the diversity that exists in their community, country, and 
the world. This session will examine past and current banned books, the impact of those 
restrictions, and what can be done to advocate for access. 
 
Auditorium Lobby: 
The Danger of a Single Story--Rhonda Ireland (Lee's Summit R7 School District) 
U.S. History, World History, Government/Civics; High School 
 
This session will feature Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's "Danger of a Single Story" in conjunction 
with structuring a Launching Unit in establishing a foundation for a Workshop classroom for a 
World History class.  The session will feature Adichie's message coupled with other strategies 
for building the foundation for a thinking classroom within the first few weeks of the school year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classroom: 
The Hot 100+ Song Activities: How to Teach Social Studies with Music 
Middle School, High School, Post-secondary 
 
Ed Wright and Judy Failoni are back with their new book to show how you can liven up your 
classroom by using songs to teach Social Studies. We will present a variety of lesson formats 
and distribute a packet with many sources and ideas. Our book contains over 250 songs and 
over 60 lesson plans that are ready to use. Join us for a fast-paced and useful session. The 
book will be available for purchase. 
 
Conference Room: 
C3: I Know What It Is, but NOW WHAT?--Starlynn Nance, Connor Staponski, Amelia 
Brewster & Daltan Sweet (University of Central Missouri; Preservice Teachers) 
U.S. History, Government/Civics; Middle School, High School 
 
Using the C3 model from NCSS and the companion C3 Teaching text, the presenters will break 
down a unit into step-by-step instructions for implementation into a social studies classroom. 
This interactive session will guide the participants in question and answer dialogue to establish 
an understanding of the C3 model and the unit being presented. Participants will receive the 
completed unit via email after the session is completed. 
 

 
 
Friday Breakout Session 6 (3:00-3:50) 
 
Auditorium: 
Starting From Scratch:  How to Develop a Veteran Interview Project with Middle School 
Students--Kim Greer (Nevada Middle School) 
U.S. History; Middle School, High School 
 
Come learn how to develop a Veteran Interview Day project with middle school students from 
start to finish. You will leave with access to organizational materials, a checklist for needed 
project forms, and a sample timeline for reaching your group's important goals.  There will be 
examples of successful interviews and tips for involving your community in the event. 
 
 
 
 
 
Auditorium Lobby: 
Teaching the Holocaust--Jessica Jordan (Hillcrest High School) 
U.S. History, World History, Government/Civics, General; High School, Post-secondary, 
Preservice 



 
This session explores how to teach about the Holocaust safety in our classroom as well as 
some introductory content resources. Actual lesson ideas will be given (free materials)! Plus, 
hear how to travel to Washington D.C. (for free) to live and study at the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum to get this amazing content for yourself to use in your classroom! Come 
check it out! 
 
Classroom: 
Create Interactive Lessons with Nearpod--Bethany Petty (Central R-III School District) 
General; Elementary, Middle School, High School, Post-secondary 
 
Nearpod is a fantastic tool that allows teachers to create and deliver interactive lessons. 
Teachers can enhance their lessons by embedding formative assessment, virtual fieldtrips, 3D 
images, simulations, and MORE.  
 
Conference Room: 
R/CID: Culturally Responsive Teaching with Film--Starlynn Nance & Raymond Williams 
(University of Central Missouri/Blue Springs 9th Grade Center) 
U.S. History, Government/Civics, Pyschology; Middle School, High School 
 
Culturally Responsive Teaching (CRT) is an important pedagogy to implement in social studies 
classrooms.  According to Gloria Ladson-Billings (1994), this pedagogy is used to "empower 
students intellectually, socially, emotionally, and politically by using cultural references to impart 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes."  To foster CRT in the classroom, teachers can use film and 
Racial Cultural Identity Development model (R/CID) to create a dialogue where students have a 
voice to analyze and criticize  historical situations, current events and the world around them. 
This interactive session will include training of CRT, R/CID, examples from a social studies 
classroom teacher and a completed unit.  
 

 
 
 
 
Friday Breakout Session 7 (4:00-4:50) 
 
Auditorium: 
Sharecropping: Debt Slavery--Becky Harrold (Liberty North High School) 
U.S. History; High School 
 
Reconstruction in the South had early victories for the newly freed slaves. However, food and 
economic needs birthed the agricultural system of Sharecropping, which will become debt 
slavery for a large portion of the South, especially African Americans. This system has long 



lasting effects and can still be felt today. Students will learn how to make the connection 
between Sharecropping and modern issues of the African American population in the South. 
 
Auditorium Lobby: 
Merging for Millennials: Where Iconic Photographs & Historical Thinking Collide--Tina M. 
Ellsworth & Duane Fleck (Olathe Public Schools/Lee's Summit School District) 
U.S. History, World History, Sociology; All 
 
Learn to use photos of significant events related across time and place in the United States as a 
way to foster students' historical thinking and media literacy skills. 
 
Classroom: 
A Digital Journey through African-American History--Heather Miller & Ben Gwynne 
(EverFi) 
Government/Civics; Middle School, High School 
 
306 introduces students to African-American history in science, academia, music, and the arts. 
Through 16 compelling vignettes, 306 communicates history in a way that builds shared values 
and inspires today’s youth to become tomorrow’s leaders. At the end of the course, students 
write their own persuasive essay connecting these powerful themes. 
 
Educators will receive access to the no-cost digital resource and learn best practices on 
implementation.  These resources are student-driven and have assessments embedded into 
them enabling students to go at their own pace as the teacher can be a facilitator in the 
classroom and see measurable outcomes from student work. Over 400 schools and 50,000 
students in Missouri have gone through an EVERFI course. Join us or visit EVERFI.com/k12 to 
learn more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conference Room: 
Interdisciplinary Learning for a Changing Planet--Andrea McCoy (Remington Nature 
Center) 
Geography; Middle School 
 
In this hands-on session, participants will discover ways to create and implement 
interdisciplinary, inquiry-based lesson plans around human geography themes that can be 
team-taught with science educators to provide multiple perspectives on our changing planet. 
Activity formats include data analysis and interpretation, modeling and group problem-solving. 



The presenter will also introduce new online media that combines mapping and historical 
timelines with environmental themes. Participants will receive lesson plans in an electronic 
format. 
 

 
 
Saturday Breakout Session 1 (9:00-9:50) 
 
Auditorium: 
"Suffering Under a Great Injustice:" Teaching Japanese-American Internment through 
Photographs--Courtney Kisat (Southeast Missouri State University) 
U.S. History; Middle School, High School, Preservice 
 
What happens when the need for increased security leads to a loss of civil liberties for American 
citizens? In 1943, nature photographer Ansel Adams visited friends interned at the Manzanar 
War Relocation Center and took over 200 photos, later now digitized by the Library of Congress 
Prints and Photographs Division. Adam’s contemporaries Dorothea Lange and Toyo Miyatake 
also photographed the internment. Yet, the images from these three photographers tell very 
different stories. This presentation provides an overview of the photograph collections and 
resources to guide students through the idea of perspective in photography. 
 
Auditorium Lobby: 
Moving On: Exploring Westward Expansion Using Your Family's History--Marie Goeglein, 
Sara Forsman, Erin Garvey, Robin Lewis, & Jordin Willett (Liberty Public Schools; South 
Valley and Discovery Middle Schools) 
U.S. History; Middle School, High School 
 
Moving On is a project based learning unit developed by Liberty Public School teachers after 
attending Buck Institute for Teaching training.  We transformed our unit on Westward Expansion 
which included studying the push and pull factors for migration so students were able to learn 
about their own families and see how historical concepts apply to their family’s story of moving. 
Some students chose to learn more about a recent move, and others focused on a move that 
happened in their ancestors’ lives.  Our library media specialist acquired a grant from 
Ancestry.com to provide additional resources. 
 

 
 
Saturday Breakout Session 2 (10:00-10:50) 
 
Auditorium: 
Escaping the Echo Chamber: How to Combat Fake News in Social Studies 
Classrooms--Jordan McGaughey (Fox C-6 School District) 
General;Middle School, High School, Post-secondary 



 
In today's society, the #FakeNews and #AltFacts movements have changed the ways our 
students view and obtain their information. Join me to learn and discuss on how to combat Fake 
News in our classrooms, and how to teach students to be critical analyzers of information and 
news. 
 
Auditorium Lobby: 
Reason Enough: The Case for Argument Writing in Middle School--Jason Walters, 
RoAnne Ory, Dena Cooper, Kevin Adkins, Brian Thayer, & Tim Hollingsworth 
(Harrisonville Middle School) 
U.S. History, World History, Geography, General; Middle School 
 
Discover how your school can take on the challenges of argument writing across the social 
studies curriculum.  Learn from a panel of experienced teachers how to prepare students to be 
successful readers, thinkers, and argument writers. 
 

 
 
Saturday Breakout Session 3 (11:00-11:50) 
 
Auditorium: 
Make Them WANT to Come to Your Class!--Valerie Cochara (Fordland R-3 School 
District) 
U.S. History, World History, Government/Civics, Geography, General; Elementary, Middle 
School, High School 
 
Want a toolbox full of ways to engage your students?  This fast paced session will go through 
multiple types of websites that will make your students want to come to your class.  This session 
is designed for a 1:1 classroom but even those with just one computer in the room can usually 
find something they can use.  No need to write all the websites down because I will share a 
document that will have all the links to your new favorite sites. 
 
 
 
 
Auditorium Lobby: 
STEM and World History:  Ensuring That the "S" Stands for Social Studies--Quentin 
Alimayu (Ladue School District) 
World History; Middle School 
 
As we move towards the incorporation of STEM objectives into our Social Studies/History 
curriculum, we must ensure that the lessons encourage the understanding of our content 
objectives in an authentic way. In this workshop, participants will be introduced to different 



strategies that encourage the authentic integration of STEM objectives into a Middle School 
World History course. Participants will be lead on several experiential lessons. Then we will go 
through a Pedagogical Reflection: discussion about what we learned, what we experienced, and 
identifying the skills/content/teaching strategies involved in the lessons. 
 

 
 
Saturday Concurrent Workshops 1 (9:00-10:20) 
 
Classroom: 
Democratizing Inquiry: What Caused WWI with DBQ Online--Beth Montgomery (The DBQ 
Project) 
General; All 
 
Are you looking for ways to inject your courses with more inquiry?  Do you need strategies for 
teaching close reading and document analysis?  Do your students struggle with evidence-based 
writing?  Are you curious about tech solutions for these problems?  This session is for you! 
Come think about how to teach the causes of World War I with documents and clear strategies 
for teaching writing.  
 
Conference Room: 
10 Ways to Easily Integrate Global Collaborations in Your Daily Curriculum--Rhett 
Oldham (Ste. Genevieve Middle School) 
U.S. History, World History, Government/Civics, Psychology, Geography; Middle School, High 
School, Preservice 
 
The terms Global Collaborations and Global Learning have a huge buzz in the education world 
now.  All the cool kids are doing it.   But as a classroom teacher, how can you integrate all this 
Global stuff in your daily lessons?   With state mandated testing, pacing guidelines, and 
everything that goes into teaching day to day, it is difficult to find the time.   In this session, I will 
not be providing theory but actually application of creating a Global Classroom from a teacher 
who is doing it now. I will provide a step by step guide to finding schools worldwide, websites 
that make the process easier, and I will also show you how to travel for free and gain some of 
the best Global Professional Development in the world while you are doing it. 

 
Saturday Concurrent Workshops 2 (10:30-11:50) 
 
Classroom: 
Teaching for Deeper Learning:  A Framework for Teaching the First Semester of 
American History That Drops the Mic--Toria Barney (Central Methodist University) 
U.S. History; High School 
 



Bring your laptops or tablets for an active 90-minute session demonstrating an innovative 
framework/theme you can use to teach the entire first semester of American history. Focusing 
on key points and strategies, the session will quickly reveal how the Revolution, the Declaration 
of Independence, the Constitution, the Development of American Culture, and the American 
Civil War can all be tied together under one framework that enables your students to act as 
historians, learn more meaningfully, and understand modern events much more deeply. Leave 
the session with ready-to-go standards-based lessons and strategies that work. 
 
Conference Room: 
Primary and Secondary Source Analysis Workshop--Andrea Jandt (Francis Howell 
School District) 
U.S. History, World History; Middle School, High School 
 
How do you introduce the analysis of primary and secondary sources? This session will provide 
the tools (and some lesson ideas!) to introduce the skill of primary and secondary source 
analysis. Analysis of objects, artwork, documents, and video will be discussed. The session will 
include at least 4 mini-lessons on source analysis.  
 

 
 
Saturday Lunch and Learn Workshops (12:00-1:20) 
 
Auditorium Lobby: 
Mastering the Mystery of Inquiry--Erin Townsend (Nevada High School) 
U.S. History, World History, Government/Civics, Economics, Geography; Elementary, Middle 
School, High School, Preservice 
 
Have you ever wanted your kids K-12 to be better at exploring, evaluating, and digging deep 
into rich questions with great content?  Come learn how the NCSS C3 Inquiry Design Model can 
work for you!  Educators will walk through an inquiry, explore inquiries already developed, and 
learn how to develop their own! Great for all ages of student and all disciplines in Social Studies! 
 
 
 
 
 
Classroom: 
Black Soldiers Traveling Trunk Exhibit--LaDawndra Robbs & Sara Elder (Central High 
School; St. Joseph School District/St. Joseph Museums) 
U.S. History, World History; High School, Post-secondary 
 
The Kansas City star recently published an article February 24, 2017 sharing “More than 
350,000 African Americans served in armed forces during the Great War. “  Unfortunately, little 



is known about the extreme sacrifice these soldiers made risking their lives thousands of miles 
from home and then returning to risk their lives again during the cruel injustice of Jim Crow.  The 
Black Archives of St. Joseph Museums and Black Archives of Kansas City is collaborating on a 
new project to present the Black Soldiers Traveling Trunk Exhibit for teachers. The presentation 
will share how teachers can borrow the traveling trunk. 
 
Conference Room: 
Teaching the Arab-Israeli Conflict and Peace Process--Andrew Askuvich (Institute for 
Curriculum Services) 
World History, Geography; Middle School, High School 
 
The Arab-Israeli conflict is in the news every day and understanding it is critical to being an 
informed citizen in today’s globalized world. Using a historical approach with an emphasis on 
primary sources, this session connects the history of the conflict to the current situation. 
Through presentation, discussion and work in small groups, participants will develop content 
knowledge, experience student activities, and receive a packet and links to digital resources 
with detailed lesson plans including primary source documents, maps, and all necessary 
student materials. The material is grounded in rigorous, standards-based instruction (both state 
and national). 
 

 
 
Saturday Poster Presentations (Education Center) 
 
9:00-9:30:  NHD in Your Class--Derek Frieling (National History Day/St. Joseph School 
District) 
General; Middle School, High School 
 
National History Day has been cited as the best Project Based Learning strategy to use in 
classes.  Learn how to effectively implement NHD in your classes.  Learn helpful strategies to 
help your students improve their projects.  See examples of projects.  Enjoy watching your 
students win at history! 
 
 
 
 
9:30-10:00:  What’s Up at DESE? 
Dixie Grupe, Social Studies Director at the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education, will facilitate this informal poster session. Come by for updates on MLS Expectations 
and Social Studies EOC development, for information on new curriculum and assessment 
resources and for an opportunity to ask specific questions you may have about Missouri Social 
Studies. 
 



10:00-10:30: Open 
 
10:30-11:00:  Mount Vernon: Content, Activities and Resources, and Travel for 
Free--Jessica Jordan (Hillcrest High School) 
 
This session explores how to apply the life lessons regarding liberty and other topics that 
George Washington teaches us in your classroom. Actual teaching resources and lesson ideas 
will be given (free materials)! Plus, hear how to travel for free to live and study at George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon to get this amazing content for yourself to use in your classroom! 
 
11:00-11:30:  Rivers, Reefs, and Pipelines: Environmental Cooperation in the Middle 
East--Andrew Askuvich (Institute for Curriculum Services) 
Geography, General; Middle School, High School 
 
When we think about the Middle East and the regional conflicts that are daily played out in our 
media, we more often than not attribute them to religious extremism, land disputes, oil, among 
other things.  The environment, however, is often overlooked as a critical factor.  Climate 
change, land and resource degradation, water scarcity, and crop failure are all at work to create 
instability in the region. In this presentation, experience and apply critical pedagogy around 
environmental crisis points in the Middle East that are being addressed through peaceful 
transboundary collaboration and the introduction of new technologies. 


